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To be a champion in international 
motocross, a rider must not only out- Two CYCLE 
perform the competition, but " CING LUBRICAN! 
consistently finish among the leaders. 3 و‎ A apt 
That's why Honda, Suzuki, Kawasaki, 
Maico and Bultaco factory teams 
demand Bel-Ray MC-1 Two-Cycle 
Racing Lubricant for their engines. 
This totally unique synthetic 
lubrication system is specially 
formulated to mix at higher gas-oil 
ratios of 50:1 and 80:1. It clings 
to hot engine parts with the highest 
film strength in the industry, reduces 


friction for maximum horsepower and runs cooler. MC-1 eliminates 
fouled plugs and power-robbing carbon deposits which can load up 
engines at the starting line. Engines come off the line clean . . .and 


stay clean . . .all the way to the checkered flag. 


If you're serious about coming in first, 
don't settle for second best. Get Bel-Ray MC-1. 


The same product used by world and national champions. 
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Bel-Ray Company, Inc. 
Motorcycle and Automotive 
Lubricants Division 

P.O. Box 526, Dept. K43 
Farmingdale, NJ 07727 

(201) 938-2421 Telex 132476 


Western Office 

14670 Firestone Blvd. 

Suite 410, Dept. K43 

La Mirada CA 90638 

(714) 522-0581 (213) 9211055 
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They're getting serious about it all. 
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A look inside Warren Reid's 125cc works bike and Steve Wise's Moto-X Fox 
modified stocker. 
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-INSIDE EUROPE 


Cover: 

Team Suzuki's Gaston Rahier, on 
his way to his third consecutive 
125cc World Championship title. 
Scene is Mid-Ohio Moto Park, 
where Gaston won the Valvoline 
125cc United States Grand Prix. 
Neil Britt, staffer on Pop Cycle's 
sister publication Popular Hot 
Rodding, shot the pic. 
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Just what it says... 


Is motocross an old man's sport? 


HEYBERGER 


Another quiz... 


BUYER'S GUIDE 


Mostly motocross... 


ON THE TRAIL 


Myturn... 


DATELINE 


Hot off the presses... 


Centerspread: 

Another Britt contribution from 
Mid-Ohio, this one of Team Moto-X 
Fox riders Pat Richter (No. 26, and 
third overall at Mid-Ohio) and Frank 
Stacy (sixth overall). The bikes, 
much modified by Moto-X Fox, are 
Suzukis. And we want to tell you 
that this is one big mud hole! 


postage paid at Los Angeles, California, 
lifornia Fal othe count (213) 820-360 


ributions should be addressed 1o “Coro 


ddresses, together with an addr 


ond | Form 3579 to Popular Cyclin 


P.O. Bo 








HOW TO WIN MOTOCROSS 


Gary Bailey’s secrets from his famous school. 
Covers: Cornering, open throttle riding, body 
English, jumps, push away technique. If you want 
to win, this book tells how! 


TO: ARGUS BOOKS, P.O. Box 49659 
Los Angeles, CA 90049 


I’m enclosing $______. Please send 

copies of How To Win Motocross. Add 50 cents 
per book for shipping. Calif residents add 6 
percent sales tax. PC 1177 
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THE FINEST IN DIRT BIKE 
ACCESSORIES ARE AT 
YOUR HI-POINT DEALERS 


Hi-Point specializes in the dirt with the finest line of 
Enduro, M-X and Cross Country Accessories. See your Hi- 
Point Dealer today and check out the Hi-Point line. 


HI-POINT NYLON 
ENDURO Rane 


The new all 
nylon lightweight 
enduro jacket 
from Hi-Point 
will meet your 
every demand. 
Heavy duty 
water-resistant 
nylon outer shell, 
fully lined with 
vented nylon, 
large storm 
flapped pockets. 
A really superior 
all weather 
riding jacket. 


NEW HI-POINT GLOVES 


The world’s finest 
M-X gloves are now 
available at your Hi- 
Point dealers. These 
popular gloves feature 
either the padded or the 
non-padded palms, a 
fully padded thumb, 
and the softest, most 
supple leather for 
maximum comfort and 
protection. When 
you're looking for a top 
quality M-X glove, 
select Hi-Point. 


HI-POINT 
“DIRT CHAMPION” 
PLASTICS BY FALK 





The boot that took 


The whole reason for a 
fender is to keep mud and 
dirt off you and your 
cycle. That’s why the 
the top M-X and 
I.S.D.T. stars ride 
with the extra wide 
Hi-Point “Dirt 
Champion" 
fender. Check 
out the whole 
line of Hi- 
Point Falk 
plastics. 


HI-POINT 
“CHAMPION” BARS 


New Hi-Point competition chrome moly 
racing bars designed, used and endorsed by 


*Bob Hannah 
*Danny LaPorte 
*Jack Penton 
*Jimmy Weinert 


*Jim Pomeroy 
*Kent Howerton 
*Mike Kidd 


Distributed by Hi-Point Accessories, 3709 West Erie Ave., Lorain, OH 44053, P.O. Box 2327, 


more champion M-X, 
Enduro, and ISDT 
riders to victory than 
any other. In sizes 5- 
13 including '% sizes 
in M-X or. Enduro 
styles. Insist on Ge- 


nuine Hi-Point Boots 
“The Choice of 
Champions”. 


“The Choice of 
Champions” 





r 
Enclosed is $1.00 for the new Hi-Point a 
Accessory Catalog of Enduro and M-X 


equipment and team Hi-Point decal. 
Name 

Address 

City — State Zip 


Mail to: Hi-Point, 3709 W. Erie Ave., 
[ Lorein; OH 44053 





Amarillo, TX 79105, 9604 Oates Dr., Sacramento, CA 95827. 
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THUMPER MAN 


As an "Old Thumper Man" | read 
Mike Nick's article in the June issue 
with great pleasure. It’s time the 
4-stroke singles received due credit. 
More of that action might spur the 
return of a good thing. 

| am writing you not only to tell you 
how much | enjoyed the article, but also 
to ask you for some information. My 
BSA 500 MX is starting to show some 
signs of old age and will be needing an 
overhaul in the near future. | thought | 
could get some good ideas plus parts 
from Alan Clews of CCM; however, | do 
not have his address. Could you supply 
that for me? | and my bike would be 
grateful. 

David Sterling 
Reno, Nevada 


David, we're sorry, but we do not 
have an address for Alan Clews. One 
suggestion though: A good friend of 
ours just opened a classic motorcycle 
shop here in SoCal. He might be able to 
provide some info for you, especially 
since he's devoted almost entirely to 
"classic" British motorcycles. Contact 
Brian Slark Classic Motorcycles, 1699 
Placentia, Costa Mesa, CA 92627. 


HODAKA FANS, UNITE... 


We are in the process of buying the 
Hodaka franchise in Springfield, Mis- 
souri. It was formerly called Sport 
Motor Land, but the name is being 
changed to Bud’s Hodaka Shop. What | 
was wondering is how come you guys 
never test Hodakas? The last Hodaka 
test | can find is in the January 1975 
issue on the 125 Combat Wombat. 1976 
was the last year for that bike, as was 
1975 for the 100, but why don’t you test 
the new 250/ED or the 250/SY? 

The ED is an enduro bike with 
Preston Petty fenders, headlight/num- 
ber plate, and taillight. A plastic 
2.5-gallon tank, waffle grips, Magura 
style levers. This bike weighs 245 
pounds, which | think is a little heavy, 
but it has been enduroed nearby and it 
placed third from what | was told. That 
particular bike has 193 miles on it and 
the only thing | know to have broken so 


‘far is the kick starter return spring. 


Hopefully, this 250 will be motorcross- 
able, at least | may get to try. 

Also Hodaka is rumored to be coming 
out with an 80cc mini and a 175cc. | 
don't know whether they will . be 


Continued on page 6 


Bob Hannah j Danny LaPorte Broc Glover 


Join Hannah, LaPorte, Glover, Reid 


and many other winners 
with Scott Goggles. 


Winners see their way to winning with the 
SCOTT goggle and face guard system. Chec 
your nearby SCOTT dealer for the complete? 
line of SCOTT motorcycle goggles, face guards 
replacement lenses and tear-off lenses. 


图 js 
口 oO E 
418 Sun Valley, Idaho 83353 
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Sterling 
Silver | Rings 





HOG F.T.W. WILD 


Size 7 to 13 


Sterling Silver ........ $14.00 each 
14K Gold ............ $105.00 each 


$1.00 for postage and handling. 
7 day return privilege for full refundl 


CLASSICS 
P.O. Box 39865, Los Angeles, CA 90039 


Wholesale catalog rings for resale. 
$1.00 refund with first purchase. 
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enduros or MXs or what, but maybe you 
could test one of these. 

Also, | wanted to comment on your 
editor, Tom Beesley. At first | didn't like 
him until that one guy pointed out that 
we are all narrow-minded. So then | 
thought about it for a while and 
decided, deep down inside, that 
flattrack was pretty neat. The first three 
or four times | raced, | raced shorttrack. 
Tom is doing a pretty nice job. 

Keep up the good work and please 
test at least one Hodaka in the near 
future. 

Greg Hall 
Fair Grove, Missouri 


You have a great magazine, and 
please don't start printing on street 
bikes. | hate them. You have the best 
125cc-and-up comparisons l've ever 
read, but | have an RM 100B. Please do 
a comparison between Suzuki, Yamaha 
and Hodaka. My friends keep giving me 
a hard time. They say that Yamaha is 
better, but in your Cycle Tests book it 
says that mine is best. Which is best? 

David S. Leonard 
Concord, North Carolina 


lm a longtime reader of Popular 
Cycling and | think you've got a great 
magazine. But when are you going to 
publish a test of the new Hodaka 
Wombat 125 and the two 250s? 

Charles Kocher 
Newton, llinois 


Okay, you guys, here's an answer. 
We've been trying to get a test Hodaka 
out of Athena, Oregon for some time. 
The trouble is that we're down here, 
they're up there. Maybe we could get 
together somewhere in the middle and 
do a Hodaka test or two. Other than that 
rather slim excuse, we don't know what 
to tell you. 

What do you think we should do, 
Mary Foster? 


CANADIAN PROBLEMS... 


| know what you bikers in the United 
States are going through in your war 
against the anti-motorcycle group, 
because even though it may not look 
like it, the same situation exists here in 
Canada. If the "goody-goodies" aren't 
throwing rocks, shovels, etc. at us, 
they are tearing up our practice tracks 
after nightfall. There is virtually nothing 
that we can do about this because if we 
go to the police and tell them that these 
people assaulted us they tell us that we 
should not be making so much noise in 
the first place. Now ۱۱۱ admit that a YZ 
80 isn't the quietest bike, but why 
doesn't anybody call the police when 
the construction companies start with 
8:00 in the 
morning? It makes you wonder if the 
people really mind the noise after all. 
We can't go across railroad tracks 
because if we get caught it will cost us 
$100 to get our bikes back! 





Keep up the great work in your 
magazine. 
Mark Stevens 
Windsor, Ontario 
Join the club, Mark. Sorry to hear you 
guys are having problems too. 


MAICO 125 INFO 


In your April '77 issue you had.a 
picture of Maico's new AW125 which 
was at the Anaheim Motorcycle & Trade 
Expo. The caption read that you 
couldn't wait to get your hands on one 
fora test. As yet | haven't seen one, but 
I’m waiting. For now, could you give me 
an idea of when they will come.out and 
possibly the approximate price on the 
east coast? 

Ed Brennan 
Nutley, New Jersey 

We've asked Maico several times 
about the AW125 and they tell us it'll 
still bea little while, because they want 
the bike aš close to 100 percent perfect 
as they can get it before releasing it. 

Unfortunately, they couldn't (or 
wouldn't) give us even an approximate 
cost, either. Sorry! 


NEEDS RIGHT SIDE SHIFT 


My problem, along with many more 
of your readers, | think, is that of having 
a physical disability but still wanting to 
enjoy the pleasures of motorcycle 
riding. While in the Marine Corps, | lost 
my left foot at a point just above my 
ankle. Since then | have tried to ride, . 
albeit not too competitively, with the 
Shifter and brake pedal both located on 
the right hand side of different motor- 
cycles. Presently | am in the market to 
purchase a new bike and need advice on 
which brands would be the easiest to 
convert to the right hand shifter 
configuration, if indeed you think this 
is the most positive solution to this 
dilemma. 

Please advise all of us with similar 
disabilities on the practicality of this 
and as to how we might set it up in 
order to be able to brake and downshift 
at the same time .while entering a 
corner, etc. Your answer to this will be 
sincerely appreciated. 

Ward M. Gibbons 
(No address given) 


Presuming that you are talking about 
off-road bikes, Ward, the only one we 
know of that's easily adaptable to right 
side shifting is the Bultaco. It’s a fairly 
easy conversion. The factory, as you 
might know, was required by the 
Federal Government (you should know 
how "clever" they can be!) to change 
over to left side shifting (as was every- 
body). 

As a concession to long-time Bul 
riders who felt they might well hurt 
themselves before they learned to 
change sides, the factory made the. 
bikes easily convertible. 


R.D.’s ADDRESS 


Will you please send me the address 
of Roger DeCoster? I’ve enclosed a self 
addressed stamped envelope for your 
convenience. 


If this is not possible, please print it 
in Popular Cycling magazine. 

Mrs. Floretta Williams 

Charleston, West Virginia 


P.S. I’m writing this for my. grandson 
who is a real fan of Roger DeCoster. 


Roger DeCoster 

c/o U.S. Suzuki 

13767 Freeway Drive 

Sante Fe Springs, CA 90670 


FROM THE OTHER SIDE... 


| wrote to comment on Charles 
Roller’s letter in the June issue of PC. 

In the first place, he’s 100 percent 
right! Listen, guys, we have got to stick 
together instead of. cutting each other 
down, or motorcycling will go down the 
drain. 

Motocross is predominant, but you 
don't have to be "all" motocross. | have 
to agree, more motocross will please a 
lot of people, but you don't have to be 
narrow-minded about it. 

A little ISDT trials, flattrack, wouldn't 
kill us motocrossers (being one 
myself); like one man said, "This isn't 
Popular Motocross." 

Brad Dubois 
Connerville, Indiana 


Thanks for writing, Brad. Maybe 
somebody'll listen to us sooner or later. 


OH, NO! ANOTHER ONE... 


I've got one thing to say to you guys. 
LESS BS AND MORE MX. 

| must admit that you're getting 
better, but you've got a ways to go. 
After all, motocross is the most popular 
form of cycling and your name IS 
Popular Cycling, so do it right. 

| must admit that every form of motor- 
cycling is great (even street . . . almost) 
but your articles on enduros and trials 
absolutely bore me to death. | don't 
much like flattrack or speedway, but at 
least those have some excitement. 

۱ really don't mind a little trials and 
enduros coverage, but please keep it to 
a minimum, or put out more magazines. 
You could keep Pop Cycle and call the 
.other one Pud Biker, Sissy Cycler or 
Slow Cycling. Get the idea? 

My friends all feel the same and some 
of them don't even race. 

Dave Emerick 
Hoxie, Kansas 


You mean you guys out there in good 
old Hoxie actually pal around with guys 
who don't even race, Dave? What kind 
of people are you? 

Tell you what, get out your ruler and 
count the number of column inches in 
this magazine. Then tell me that we're 
not devoting more space to motocross 
than anything else. Same goes for last 
month, the month before that and every 
month in recent memory. So where do 
you get your "facts"? 

Another thing . . . You might find this 
a little hard to swallow, but motocross 
is NOT the most popular form of motor- 
cycle sport in the United States. 
Enduro and trail riding is. Take that, 
Emerick! pd 
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3 NEW TRICKS FOR 
SUZUKI RM’S 


“Proven in the 125 U.S.G.P.”’ 


R&R 





WORKS CRANKSHAFT MODIFICATION 


* Greatly Increases Efficiency of Fuel Transfer Into Cylinder 









UPER HI-VOLUME 4 PETAL 
EED FOR ALL SUZUKI RM’S 
35% More Intake Area 

Low Resistance Fiber Petals 
Greatly Increases Horsepower 
Torque Throughout RPM Range 


S 
R 
* 
* 
* 


TO ORDER — CALL OR WRITE TODAY 
208 W. Ist ST. ۱ 
R&R DANVILLE, ILL. 61832 


SH A A HH SE SE OH rE 


NEW HOT SET-UP FRONT SUSPENSION 
11" REAR SUSPENSION - 35% POWER INCREASE 


2 








The H-V Induction kit BOLTS ON, with NO cylinder mods required. 
You gain up to 35+% power gain throughout the RPM range, with 
NO sacrifice anywhere! Tested and recommended by GARY BAILEY, 
JIM CONNOLLY, and many leading cycle magazines. 
KITS NOW AVAILABLE FOR: 


* Increases Power At All RPM's * Improves Reliability 





RM125B 
HEAVY DUTY ROD KIT 


* Increased Oiling 

* Larger Bearing Surface 

* Greater Tensile Strength 

* Silver Plated Bearings 
And Thrust Washers 


FAST ۰ 
SHIPMENTS 
217-442-3165 


TM 
Mmm rm mmm 


SUPER 
INTRODUCTORY 
OFFER! 


COMBINATION 
FRONT AND 
REAR 
SUSPENSION 
KITS 


COMPLETE 


$250 + S&H 


SUPER GP' FRONT SUSPENSION 
"NEW* SUPER GP* FRONT SUSPENSION 


Check out our new front suspension kit ADDS 
FORK TRAVEL-up to 2%"; PROGRESSIVE 
damping & springing. TOTALLY tunable to 





HONDA SUZUKI KAWASAKI BULTACO 
CR-125/100 RM/TM-100 80/90/100 100/125 
MR-175 RM/TM-125 125 175/200 


RM-250 
ask about kits for other bikes 
COMPLETE KIT - $94.95 + $1.50 S&H 


(Includes 38mm Carb; K&N Filter; H-V Induction) 
H-V INDUCTION only - $43.50 + $1.50 S&H 


175 


250 


suit any rider exactly. THE MOST AD- 
VANCED FORKS AVAILABLE AT ANY 
PRICE! 


NOW AVAILABLE FOR: 
CR-125 KX/KD125 
RM-125A F-7/KX-450 


OTHERS TO 
FOLLOW SOON 


The 11” Travel kit BOLTS ON, and keeps your power on the ground, 


while giving a smooth, soft ride at all speeds. You hardly feel even 
the biggest bumps, and overall handling is improved. You can now 


ride faster, longer, and with less physical strain. 
COMPLETE KIT - $154.95 + S&H 


(Includes SUPER GP* kit; S&W or KONI Shocks; proper springs; 


chain tensioner) SPECIFY bike, rider- weight & class. 
SUPER GP* kit only - $64.95 + $1.50 S&H 


Skunk Works Eng. Co. 
P. O. Box 203-20 
Destin, FL 32541 
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MORE POWER FOR RMI25Bs 


MOTO-X FOX now has available to you the same pipe PAT RICHTER used 
on the 125 National Championship Circuit. Pat was Top American at the 
125 U.S. Grand Prix with this pipe, and FRANK STACY in his first 
MOTO-X FOX sponsored ride took 3rd American placing. This pipe not 
only sets new standards, it works! 


#34-1730 ............... $84.95 


Also available, 34mm Mikuni Carb Kit for RM 
125B, with extra jets included. 


#34-0001 


California residents add sales tax. 


MOTO-X FOX 


520 McGLINCY LANE, 
CAMPBELL, CALIF. 95008 
(408) 371-1221 














Oury Grips 3.99 Bell Rt 49.95 
Long Travel 9.95 


Scott Goggles 
Fork Boots Y: 


Clear 12.95 


Foam Fork Guards 2.99 Polorized 16.95 





Scott Face Mask 6.99 


ADD $1.50 SHIPPING ON Red, Blue, White, Yellow 


ALE ORDERS Team Honda Jersey 14.95 


S-M-L-XL 











THE Tiblin Gloves 
CYCLE 人 S-M-LXL 24.95 
HOUSE Malcolm Smith Nylon Leathers ges 
MOTORCYCLE Red/White/Blue or p? 


PARTS & ACCESSORIES 
5120 Hampton Avenue 
St. Louis, Missouri 
63109 1-314-352-3804 


Blue/w Yellow Stripe 89.95 


Malcolm Smith Sox 
Blue, Yellow, Red 5.95 





HiPoint Boots Mx or 
Enduro Sole ۱ 
Sizes 7 - 12V» 5 چ‎ 


CATALOG 
$1.00 - Free with Order 


WINDSOR TANKS * WISECO * K & N PRODUCTS +*+ 


x ACTION DENIMS * TORSTEN HALLMAN x MAGURAx ELECTRO 






MOTO-X FOX 
1978 Catalog $2.00 


NEW 1978 
MOTO-X FOX : 
CATALOG = 


$2.00 to: Dept. PC 
Send for our new 1978 catalog that 






MOTO-X FOX 
8 520 McGlincy Lane, Campbell, CA 8 
(408) 371-1221 


i Please send your 1978 catalog to: 





lists everything for the motocross ] Name 

enthusiast, including all the great 

MOTO-X FOX products, the hot new | MR 

setup for RM Suzuki's, and 9 

much more. E» )سس‎ 
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By Mike Nicks 


Atthesame time that increased factory 
participation was enrichening GP moto- 
cross in the late sixties and early seventies, 
the theory gained circulation that among 
riders, experience would have to give way 
to youth. This line of thinking held that in 
the new era of half a dozen or more works 
teams fighting for a world title, the more 
intense pressure and competition would 
push out the mature men. Even if they 
were better equipped mentally than their 
sibling rivals, the giants of motocross 
would be simply unable to match the 
sheer physical demands of year-round 
racing and intercontinental confronta- 
tions between Japan and Europe. 
Motocross, so feelings went, was 
becoming more than ever a young man’s 
sport: by the age of 30 a rider’s useful days 
in the GPs would be long gone. 

But in the 500cc class at least, it hasn't 
happened that way, and who better to 
quote as an example than Adolf Weil, 
Maico's 38-year-old patriarch. Despite 
his gray hair, now receding discreetly at 
the temples, Adolf is still a powerful fig- 
ure on the world title scene, often able to 
beatoffattacks from riders almost half his 
age. Adolf is an incredible man, not only 
because of his seemingly timeless ability, 
but also because of his versatility. 

In the late sixties he was riding 250s, 
but he subsequently switched to 500s and 
in 1970 finished sixth in the world, scoring 
three GP second places on the way. The 
following year (again on Maico, the bike 
he's always campaigned in world 
championship racing) he improved to 
third place, beaten only by Roger 
DeCoster and Ake Jonsson. 

In 1972 Adolf slumped to eighth among 
the 500s, but when he reverted to a 250 for 
"73 he bounced back with his best overall 
placing yet, as runner-up to world 
champion Hakan Andersson. Many 
riders need a half season, or even a full 
year, to adapt to a new class or bike, but 
nosooner had Adolf made his mark in the 
250cc division than he swapped back to 
the 500s for 1974, and finished third 
behind those two titans of international 
motocross Heikki Mikkola and De- 
Coster. 

For '75 the restless West German was 
back among the 250s, the traditional 


preserve of young and fiery GP blood. But 
again he proved that, at least as far as he 
was concerned, age was no barrier; this 
time he racked up a fourth place, only one 
point behind Willi Bauer on the works 
Suzuki, and a mere five points behind 
runner-up Hakan Andersson. Harry 
Everts won the 250 series that year by a 
25-point margin on the twin-carburettor 
Puch. 

The following season Adolf changed 
classes for the fourth consecutive 
year—and placed a magnificent third 
behind the furious struggle of the Suzuki 
factory teammates DeCoster and 
Wolsink. This season the power of Adolf's 
persistent scoring has finally begun to 
wane—but when a veteran in his late 30s 
can reach world No, 3 as recently as 1976, 
the forecasts that this was to be the decade 
of youth are made to look empty. 





ES 


Adolf Weil, the greying elder statesman 
of motocross. 


It's not as though Weil is an isolated 
case of maturity and experience retaining 
a grip on the 500 class. Ake Jonsson, the 
Swede now in his mid-30s, achieved GP 
prominence as far back as 1964, when he 
finished sixth in the 250cc world series 
only three years after he started racing. 
Ake then continued his engineering 
studies for three years, but when he won 
the Swedish championship in 1967 on a 
360 Husky, he qualified for entry to the 
GPs the following season. That year, 
1968, he finished third among the 500s 
after leading the points table earlier in the 
season. 

For 1969 he switched to Maico, 
finishing only 15th in the 500cc series 
during his debut year with the West 
German bikes. But in 1970, now fully 
acclimated to his machinery, Ake 
emerged as a potent force again, forcing 
the struggle for the 500cc title to the last 
round with Bengt Aberg. This was the 
famous occasion in Luxembourg when 
Ake was striken with a host of problems, 





including being felled by an unknown 
Bulgarian rider and suffering a split fuel 
tank and loose fork clamp bolts. Aberg 
won the title, Ake was second. 

The next year produced another climax 
to the 500 series that would have been 
worthy of the script of Sidewinder III. 
With only the Dutch round remaining, 
Ake and Maico led DeCoster and Suzuki 
by just one point. But on the first leg in 
Holland Ake’s bike blew out its 
sparkplug, and while recriminations 
surged between the bike makers and 
Champion plugs—Maico said the plug 
was faulty, Champion claimed it had 
obviously not been tightened properly— 
DeCoster took the title. 

Later, Ake won the first United States 
GP in 1972, a non-championship event 
run as a prelude to the real thing in 1973. 
On peak form with Maico at this period, 
he also monopolized the 1972/73 Trans- 
AMA series, winning nine of the eleven 
rounds. Early in ’73 he switched to 
Yamaha, presumably for a better 
financial deal than Maico was able to 
offer. But in one way this may have been 
Ake's biggest mistake, because the 
Yamaha team of those days had the task 
of sorting out fledgling GP machinery, 
and it appears that Heikki Mikkola is the 
present-day beneficiary of their efforts. 
Certainly, Ake was never able to repeat 
the highlights of his best Maico days, 
finishing seventh and fourth in the '74 
and ’75 500cc world championships, after 
which the Yamaha motocross effort was 
unceremoniously disbanded. For 1976 
Ake reverted to an arrangement with 
Maico, but by that time the peak of his 
career was over, and he dropped to eighth 
in the points placings. 

There are plenty of other examples of 
riders who are making it good at an age 
when, in theory, they should be planning 
an alternative career in a suit and tie. 
Roger DeCoster, Mikkola and Gerrit 
Wolsink are all around the 30 mark; yet 
it’s comment enough on the age situation 
in GP motocross that earlier this season 
Roger was able to anticipate winning his 
sixth world title. That it hasn't happened 
is due only to the efforts of that amazing 
late developer, Mikkola, who was for 
some years only a moderately successful 
GP performer until his latent abilities 
finally blossomed. Wolsink is at the crest 
of his powers, and is still relentlessly 
seeking that elusive world title. At 35, 
Bengt Aberg was the man chosen to ride 
the new XTS00 Yamaha project of 
Torsten Hallman, Steffan Eneqvist and 
Sten Lundin, and he's proved the validity 
of their decision by scoring three third 
place rides so far. At a similar age, John 
Banks is still able to stay in the top ten 
points scorers on the CCM. 

All this indicates that teenage 
phenomenons such as Joel Robert are an 
exception in GP racing, and are not to 
become the rule. Experience, practice, 


Continued on page 10 
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and confidence gleaned from long years of 
dues-paying on the GP circuits are still 
the factors that win races. Fiery youth in 
itself only wins sensational press 
headlines, before burying itself in a Dutch 
sand berm or at the bottom of a grassy 
Austrian vale. 

However, there’s still no denying the 
fact that the 500 GPs are just too top 
heavy with old campaigners. I first started 
coverage of the GP circus in the late 
sixties, and in a way it’s a little depressing 
to find so many familiar figures around 
when I walk into a GP paddock these 


. days. Where are all the youngsters who 


should be there, grooming themselves to 
take over from today’s big names? 
Belgium used to supply an incredible glut 
of brash young GP virgins, many of whom 
rapidly matured into excellent riders. But 
the Belgian flood has now withered to a 
trickle, and perhaps the last of their 
overnight successes was Gaston Rahier, 
who’s just clinched his third consecutive 
12Scc title. 


Mr 


~~, 


= To Ies 





e 
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Weil can still hang it out; h 


The two riders currently running the 
50066 GPs who really stand out from the 
mass of seasoned campaigners are Brad 
Lackey and Graham Noyce. It's amazing 
that at 23, Brad is still one of the babies of 
the circus; his impressive riding this 
season declares only too clearly that he 
can be a future world champion if he 
continues to perfect the final edges of his 
tactics. At 20, Noyce has even more time 
on his side. World No. 4 last season while 
still a teenager, Graham has been handi- 
capped this year by injuries which caused 
him to miss some GPs, while the Maico 
effort seems to lack the steam of the 
Yamaha, Suzuki and Honda operations 
which have dominated events so far. 
There will obviously be better seasons in 
store for him—maybe at least one carry- 





e's pictured holding off Roger DeCoster's Suzuki. 





ing a world title. 

Butafter Lackey and Noyce there's very 
little fresh rider talent in the pipeline. 
Which makes me wonder why some of 
those overnight sensations America is 
constantly throwing up don't appear to 
think in terms of the GPs. Admittedly it's 
an ocean away from home and a factory 
ride is financially essential, but the 500cc 
GPs and the better paying international 
events in Europe are wide open to 
American plunder. 

A question mark still hangs over the 
future of American sytle flattrack racing 
in Britain after the public recently got 
what was intended to be its first full 
viewing of the action that makes the 
AMA/Camel Pro series such a dramatic 
spectacle. With support from the 
Meriden Motorcycle Co-operative, the 
workers’ controlled factory that now 
makes Triumphs, a team of a half-dozen 
750cc Triumph twins has been built over 
here. They were slated to match race a 
team of American-built Yamahas at an 
event known as the British Long Track 
Grand Prix. Long track is the oval racing 
that attracts big crowds on the Continent, 
and is contested by riders on speedway 
type big singles—500cc Weslakes, Jawas 











and JAPs. 

At the Grand Prix, the conventional 
long trackers provided great entertain- 
ment, with the amazing elfin-like West 
German, Egon Muller, winning every race 
he entered on his British Weslake. All the 
long trackers seemed to find the half-mile 
circuit, consisting of rolled and watered 
grassland, acceptable. 

Problems started for the flattrack 
match races even before race day. The 
batch of cantilever-framed Yamahas—to 
be handled by British riders—were late in 
arriving from the States, and the time 
needed for carefully tuning them into the 
track conditions was simply not available. 
Also on hand was the fearsome TZ750 
water-cooled four-cylinder two-stroke 
raced in America by Kenny Roberts until 
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the device was banned. Eventually, from 
the morass of troubles, only two Yamahas 
went to the line against the Triumphs. 
Barry Briggs, ex-world speedway cham- 
pion, went well on his American bike, 
leading the first race until he punctured 
and handed victory to American Ted 
Hubbard, who was riding one of the 
British Triumphs. Reigning world speed- 
way champion Peter Collins volunteered 





Ake Jonsson, a major GP figure since 
1964. 


to attempt to manage the fearsome TZ, 
but as it was still shod with mile track 
gearing it was obviously not going to be 
fully competitive. Collins trundled round 
the turns, but made up huge distances by 
squirting past the Triumphs on the 
straights to take fourth place. 

In the second and final leg Briggs held 
on to score a Yamaha win, while Collins 
jetted the TZ to third place by reason of 
his advantage on the straights. But with 
only two Yamahas in contention, the 
Triumphs won by 47 points to 19. 

What puts the future of flattrack racing 
in the UK in jeopardy, however, is the 
plain fact that the big 750s were nothing 
like as spectacular as the lean and lithe 
500s. Even the Triumphs, which have had 
the advantage of some months of develop- 
ment over here, looked ponderous and 
slow through the turns, and riders 
were hanging the rear wheels out by only a 
few inches. In comparison, the long track 
bikes were peeling into the turns from 80 
to 90 mph blasts up the straights, and 
pulling dramatic full-lockers. 

Yamaha's European publicity chief 
Rod Gould was at the Long Track Grand 
Prix to observe the British debut of his 
bikes, and obviously was equally 
unexcited about the experiment. But the 
final fact spelling doom for UK 
flattracking could be the lack of suitable 
circuits: Hereford, where the Grand Prix 
was staged, is one of only two appropriate 
venues available, and the other is still 
subject to dispute over noise problems. 
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A SECOND CHANCE 


I have no doubt at all that some of you 
found that ISDT quiz, the one I gave you 
a month or two ago, a bit too difficult. 
I can just picture some of you sitting 
there saying, “Well, I didn't get a per- 
fect score here, but if it was a motocross 
quiz, I'd zero it." Oh yeah. Well, here's 
a motocross quiz. I'd rate it medium to 
hard. But it's not real difficult. Here's 
your second chance. Remember, it's the 
honor system. 


Since 1957, the 500cc Grand Prix 
have been World Championship events 
(before that, they were just European 
Championships). All the bikes below 
have won at least once. Match them up 
to Hier countries of origin. 


(1)_ BSA: a. Albania 


(2) X^ Crescent-AJS b. Belgium 
)3( C^ CZ c. Czechoslovakia 
(4) FN d. Italy 
. (5) n Husqvarna e. East Germany 
(6). ^ Lito f. Great Britain 
(7) Monark g. Japan 
h. Sweden 


(8)_g, Suzuki 


That wasn’t as easy as it looked at 
first, was it? Maybe international moto- 
cross is too far from your field of ex- 
pertise. So here’s a list of people that 
have won the AMA 500cc National 
Motocross Championships since the 
series was inaugurated in 1972. Match 
the champions to the bikes they won 
on, not what they’re riding now. 


(9) D 1972, Brad Lackey 
(10) _ 1973, Pierre Karsmakers 
(11) 974, Jimmy Weinert 
(12) 75, Jimmy Weinert 
(13) È< 1976, Kent Howerton 

a. Husqvarna 

b. Honda 

c. Suzuki 

d. Kawasaki 

e. Yamaha 


Enough of the easy stuff—now on 
to some definite esoterica. 
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Since the American National Cham- 
pionships began (all of them), which 
of the below is the most accurate 
statement? (14) 


a. The following year’s championship 
went to the same rider 

b. The following championship went to 
the same bike brand 


Wait, here’s another: Two Americans 
have actually won the Inter-AMA series 
overall (not the Trans-AMA, remember). 
These two people are: 


(15) Ne . Bob Hannah 
(16) e . Jim Pomeroy 

. Tony DiStefano 
. Jimmy Weinert 
Gary Jones 

. John DeSoto 

. Broc Glover 

. Russ Darnell 


وس و بعه ۵ مج .20 


Every once in a while—in a very great 
while—someone wins the championship 
in one class and then the championship 
in another class the next year. In in- 
ternational motocross, it's only ever 
happened once. Fill in the blanks. 


(17) The rider | k 

(18) The year of theist championship 
in a row 2 

(19) The year of the second EM LANE 

(20) The brand he rode for the first class 
championship £2 

(21) The brand for the second 


How about this one? One country has 
won the Trophee des Nations for the last 
eight years straight. Which is it? 


Q2) -人 


Out of your head, name the 1973 


25006 World Champion (23) ~ .— 
QV SOS و‎ —_, the brand 


Q4). Y 
and his home country (25) Swear” 


How old is Roger DeCoster? (26) 362 


Let’s do the Trans-AMA. Believe it 
or not, three times so far the first three 
placers in the series have all been on the 
same brand. Of course, it’s been three 
different brands. As a matter of fact, 
I'll even give you hints: Gerrit Wolsink 
hasn't always ridden Suzuki; four- 
strokes have placed well in the Trans- 
AMA; and the RD is one of the answers. 
See if you can put it all together. 


(27) The first year was: اد‎ Jee: 
(28) ithe’ brand" کوب‎ 23085 us 
(29) the riders were à 
(30) میات تست‎ EE Ee NIEUUA A, 
(31) and SEHE Faas 
(32) The second year was 1973 and the 
brand was ای‎ ARSE NIB UE CARING 
(33) the riders ۷۵۲6 .— | , 
)34 مجسنم(‎ PUDE SS PS EMI SSE 
(35) sand 22 s 266 E Le 
(36) The third time it happened was 
insi SUSAN MORET 
(37) ithesbrand was ;—« c eoe 
(38) and the riders were 





(ILE SES ese RT C PE A 
(40) and یز 40 ۰ دای‎ EN MADRE US EPIRI 


Let me give you some easy ones to 
finish with: When’s the first year Tony 
DiStefano made it into the top ten in a 
national championship? 

(41) 2c 


Who’s the highest placing American 
in the Trans-AMA? (42) 
And when was that? 
(43) 


The most American championships 
held in a row by the same rider is three. 
And that’s happened twice so far. But 
only once was it done by both the same 
rider and the same brand each of the 
three consecutive years. The years were 
(44) and 





. The brand is (45) 
. And the rider is 





(46) 


The first American rider to be hired 


by Suzuki as a lopment rider and 
racer was (47) 
Here's some hints: a. John DeSoto; b. 


Mark Blackwell; c. Ron Nelson; d. Pres- 
ton Petty; e. Gary Bailey. 


How many Englishmen have been 
World Champions? (48) 


How many times has Joel Robert won 
the 250cc World Motocross Champion- 
ship on a Suzuki? (48) ۳ 


And lastly, who are the fastest riders 
in the U.S? (50) a44 
Cp VDD 


Californians, or the rest of us? 












If you managed to get 100 percent on 


sul 


this quiz, you've got my respect; I had to 
look half this stuff up. But I didn't get 
carried away and start asking you the 
names of famous corners on certain 
circuits in Europe. I thought that would 
be completely unfair, but I was tempted. 
Then again, that would have taken even 
more research and probably a long 
distance phone call to John Heutter, one 
of the last true experts, or Dick Miller 
who is MX Action's editor and an 
authority on the subject of American 
motocross. 

Anyhow, here's some answers. The 
first few were too easy. BSA, CZ, 


Husqvarna, and Suzuki are "Great | 


Britain, Czechoslovakia, Sweden, and 
Japan, respectively. But Monark, Lito, 
and Sei ree M are also Sweden. And 
EN i is Belgium. If I hadn't looked it up, I 
would have missed Crescent- AJS, but 
that was Bill Nilsson in : 2 1957 and it was 
rom a time when a lot of Swedish manu- 
facturers were using English engines. 
The next few were pretty easy, too. 
Brad won on a Kawasaki in 1972, 
though he rode a CZ part of the season. 
Pierre was on a Yamaha. (Then the next 
year the AMA passed all those rules 
about American licenses in what seemed 
like a deliberate effort to keep him from 
winning an American championship 
again.) Next was the Jammer, first on 





Kawasaki and then on Yamaha. Last 


year was Kent Howerton on a Husky. 

The complicated question about 
whether riders or brands win conse- 
quently has to be resolved in favor of 
riders. People like Jimmy Weinert and 
Gary Jones that can win on anything tip 
the balance in the favor of riders 

The two Americans who have won the 
international class overall in the Inter- 
AMA were Gary Jones in 1972 with a 
Yamaha and Tony DiStefano in 1975 
on a Suzuki. 

Shame on you if you blew the next one. 
The only international rider ever to win 
one class one year and another class the 
next year is Finland’s Heikki Mikkola 
who won the 250 Championship last year 
on a Husqvarna and, by the time you 
read this, will be 1977 500 Champion on 
a Yamaha. He also won the 500 World 
Motocross Championship in 1974 on a 
Husky, making him one of four people 
who have won the world title in a class on 
two different brands. The others in the 
500 class were Bill Nilsson (1957 on 
Crescent-AJS and 1960 on Husqvarna), 
and Sten Lundin (1959 on Monark and 
1961 on Lito). Incidentally, Husqvarna 
still leads in that class: six champion- 
ships to Suzuki’s five with Roger. 

Belgium has won the Trophy eight 
times; Sweden is second with five times. 
Hakan Andersson, on Yamaha and from 
Sweden, won the 250cc Championship i in 
1973. How s soon you forget. Lastly, وب ار‎ 

Was. born in 1944. 
` As for the Trans-AMA: In 1970 Tem 
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BOLT-ON SWINGER 
The Flying Machine Factory (better 
known as just plain ol’ FMF) took a 
great deal of design/riding input from 


local and national 125cc_ riders, 
including Steve Wise, Warren Reid and 
Dave Carlson, to come up with this new 
suspension kit for the CR125 Honda 
motocross machine. 

The extra sturdy extruded aluminum 
swingarm is made to FMF specifica- 
tions by Thor Enterprises. It is of 
rectangular construction, includes a 
4130 chrome-moly axle, heavy duty 
chain adjusters and heavy duty bronze 
swingarm bushings. 

The whole suspension kit, which 
should really make your Elsinore 
handle, also includes 13.4-inch Gas 
Girling shocks (medium ۵ 
dampening), with springs "tuned" to 
your size and weight. 

FMF feels that this is the finest 
suspension for the Honda CR-125. 
Retail price is $240.85, from FMF, Dept. 
PC, 1416 W. 259th St., Harbor City, CA 
90710. 





YZ & RM RADIAL HEADS 


This is DG Performance Specialties’ 
new 19-inch radial head for the Yamaha 
YZ125D and Suzuki RM125B models. 
They have a giant amount of fin area, 
plus improved combustion chambers. 


Both Yamaha and Suzuki have a 
centered chamber, which reduces the 
detonation both models have suffered 
from. These heads also offer more 
compression for radically ported 
cylinders. 

DG still holds on to a $49.95 price tag 
(the same price they've always had for 
cylinder heads), so don't take a big 
chance on losing your rod or piston 
through detonation. 

DG (by the way) has moved to a new 
address, so if you want more info on 
radial heads, or want to send a couple 
of dollars for the latest DG Book of 
Tricks, write DG Performance Special- 
ties, 1170 Van Horne, Anaheim, CA 
92806. Tell 'em where you read about it. 
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WORLD’S NICEST BIKE T-SHIRT 


Who else but Malcolm Smith Racing 
Products could or would come up with 
a T-shirt that'd deserve such a compli- 
mentary introduction. We think that 
this really is the nicest T-shirt we've 
ever seen. Some people might not agree 
100 percent with the slogan, but they 
could hardly argue with the rest of the 
shirt. 

At present, the “eat, sleep, ride, 
talk,” etc. T-shirt is available only in tan 
with dark brown lettering. You also get 
a little tiny Malcolm Smith Gold Medal 
on the left sleeve. 

Sizes available are extra small, small, 
medium, large and extra large, for 
$6.95. From Malcolm Smith Racing 
Products, Dept. PC, 888 Marlborough, 
Riverside, CA 92507. 





PLASTIC RM TANK 
Clarke Manufacturing Company now 
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While I was in hot, humid Ohio last 
month for the Valvoline 125cc United 
States Grand Prix, I was able-to make a 
couple of noteworthy side trips. 

First of all, I and a handful of other 
moto-journalists from Calif. got the 5 
cent tour of the AMA’s Westerville 
offices from Director of Communica- 
tions Dave Despain and his right hand 
person Charlene. It was kind of 
interesting seeing where all the press 
releases, the AMA News magazine and 
all the other published material from the 
AMA originates. 

Aside from seeing and truly apprecia- 
ting the world’s greatest collection of 
motorcycle-oriented decals and stickers 
(EVERYTHING is covered in stickers at 
AMA headquarters), probably the most 
interesting thing (and humiliating to us 
Californians who sometimes tend to 
think that we live in the motorcycle 
center of the Universe) was the sanction 
room, which has three walls covered with 
a huge plastic schedule, which lists every 
AMA event going, district by district. 

Every part of the country except SoCal 
had a huge list of events, whereas “we” 
only had a very few. 

Actually all that says is that there 
aren’t too many AMA-sanctioned events 
in southern California. Rest assured, 
there are probably still more events of all 
kinds, as well as more riders per square 
inch, than anywhere else. Why else would 
we have such incredible legislative 
problems? 


* k 来 


Another point of interest at AMA 
H’qtrs was the Professional License files. 
Every active pro card carrier is on file, 
along with every medical form, item of 
correspondence to and from the AMA, 
application, record of entry and finish 
and so on. In short, every tiny bit of 
information about every rider and his (or 
her) pro career. 

Obviously Despain couldn’t let us 
browse through at our leisure, but he did 
show us a few choice morsels that he’d 
come across in several “expeditions” 
through the mass of information. How 
about the letters that were exchanged a 
few years back when an under-age Tony 
DiStefano was officially suspended from 
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By Tom Beesley 


AMA Pro competition for being too 
young. Didn't matter that he was 
winning; he was too young. 

As far as we could tell, Brad Lackey 
had the fattest files amongst the moto- 
cross guys. Mert Lawwill had the most 
voluminous folder from the flattrack 
racers. That probably only means that 
those two guys have entered more races 
than any of the "younger" guys. 

Dick Mann's file is no longer active, 
and so “resided” in a separate location. 
Mann probably has a complete file 
cabinet devoted exclusively to his pro 
career “resume.” What with years and 
years of racing and a bunch of letters 
back and forth on various touchy 
subjects, Mann's file has to weigh 25 
pounds. 

Anyway, the tour of the AMA's head- 
quarters was interesting. I have to say 
that it's not exactly worth driving all the 
way across the country for, but if you're 
in the neighborhood, it's worth the visit. 
Besides, they have the only 10 cent Coke 
machine left in existence. 


* k k 


The morning after the visit to the 
AMA, I detoured to the local hospital to 
pay a visit to Pop Cycle contributor 
Dennis McKiernan, who broke his leg 
in a car/bike crash during an enduro a 
few months back. 

Now that was a fun visit. Moonbaby 
(Terror of the Trails) brought a 
much-needed thermos of hot coffee. (It 
was one of those early mornings after the 
night before. We had closed down the 
best (only?) country-western ''establish- 
ment" in Columbus, Ohio.) 

If OP McKiernan hadn't had his leg 
strung up with ropes and traction 
devices, it would have been better, of 
course, but we didn't do too bad on the 
bench-racing. 

Couple of days after I got back from 
Ohio, I got a letter from Dennis, in which 
he laboriously recited every word of the 
conversation. Trying to tell me that those 
pain pills don't dull your mind, Dennis? 


水 k 
Dennis tried to talk me into shucking 


the 125cc USGP and riding a Team 
Bengt Phorks “national”? enduro that 





weekend. Said I could ride his Husky, if 
only I'd straighten a foot peg or two and 
set things right from a rather serious 
brush with a Plymouth. It was the annual 
reunion of TBP and McKiernan thought 
I needed the exposure. 

What I want to know is if those guys 
attacked the sanctity of Riverside 
Hospital in Hi-Point boots and knobby 
tires, to include McKiernan in the 
"reunion," since he'd been unable to 
attend the enduro. If the old nurse at the 
front desk that scowled at me that 
morning was on duty, the Bengt Phorks 
guys probably wished they hadn't showed 
up. 

* k * 


As this was my first "expedition" to 
the Mid-Ohio 125cc USGP, it was also 
my first time to meet race promoter Pete 
Weidner. Now I’ve met a few race 
promoters in my time, but I don’t think 
Ive ever met one who had as much 
apparent fun with “his” race than Pete. 

Course it seems like the Weidner 
family must own about half of the city of 
Mansfield, since ‘you seem to see the 
name on signs all over town, but there 
isn't anything wrong with that, is there? 

Anyway, Pete does things with a 
flourish and a pizzazz that's pretty neat 
to see in a day and age pretty much filled 
with jaded, greedy promoters. 

Any race promoter that could stand 
just inside his front gate two hours before 
race time in a pouring rain, observing the 
near-total absence of cars coming 
through the gate, and still crack jokes, 
has to be my kind of guy. 

Weidner told us a little about all the 
hassle he went through to get the Soviet 
Union riders at Mid-Ohio. I won’t repeat 
the whole thing, but I think that only 
Pete Weidner could have pulled it off. 
Other promoters have tried, but you 
notice that it was at Pete’s race where the 
Russians appeared first. 

He really pulled off a coup by getting 
those Soviet riders, and a tip of the 
helmet is offered. 

* KK 


Back to the AMA for a mo- 
ment...Perhaps you've already heard, 
but they named Doug Mockett as 
Commissioner of Professional Competi- 
tion. I've known Doug for several years, 
and I frankly think that he can handle 
the job. IF he is given the clout that the 
job requires. He's got some good ideas 
and says that he wants to make 
motorcycle racing “as famous as 
baseball." He's got a tough row to hoe 
there, since baseball (as well as football, - 
basketball, and stock car racing) has a 
virtual “czar” in charge. If Mockett can 
somehow come up with the clout and 
"horsepower" of a Pete Rozelle or Bill 
France, racing will be much better off. 

Believe it or not! 

Kk‏ در 
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american motocross finals 


Supercross Racing Recipe 


Ingredients-a few tons of dirt, many man 
hours, a scientifically designed course, 
Anaheim Stadium on November 12th, 
over 50,000 enthusiastic fans, 80 of the 
best motocross riders in the country, and 
some of the most exotic machinery ever 
made. 


Mixing Instructions-import the dirt into 
the stadium and lay it down over the 
baseball field. Remove perimeter fenses, 
so you can fit a straightaway that is 
almost twice as long as a football field 
(approximately 550 feet). Add in a mon- 
sterous jumps, big berms, wheel 
breaking whoop-dee-doos and an ultra 
long, wide starting area. Design a long 
straightaway (called The Interstate) so 
that riders go at least 70 mph, then fly 
through the air for 100 feet, then route 
them around part of the course, and back 
under the Interstate, through a 200 foot, 
elbow shaped tunnel. Do it right-the 
Anaheim track has already been voted 
as one of the best in the country by the 
riders. 

Organize the course in such as way that 
the riders never have a chance to rest- 


make sure that they’re always either 
riding with the throttle wide open or on 
the brakes 100%. Make it so it’s like in 
the past-harder than an outdoor track 
due to the physical and mental demands 
on the riders-but keep it safe. 


Baking instructions-put it all together by 
November 12th, so that racing is ready to 
start by 8:00 p.m. Then hold four qualify- 
ing heats, followed closely by two conso- 
lation events, a final consolation race, 
and then the biggie-a 20 lap main event, 
where everybody goes and the first to 
complete the 20 laps is the winner. 
Arrange it so that the Supercross Series 
Champion is crowned» at the evening’s 
end. Make sure that there is some very 
tight and exciting racing going on (very 
easy with this course layout). 


Finishing Touches-add in a parking lot 
that is the largest and most accessable of 
all the stadium tracks in the country. 
Use the best lighting system ۲ 
designed for stadium racing so the riders 
can see the track and the spectators can 
see the riders. Arrange the seats in 
Anaheim Stadium so that regardless of 
where you sit, you can see the entire 
track. Top it off with riders like Jimmy 


Ellis, Jim Pomeroy, Marty Smith, Bob 
Hannah, Kent Howerton and Steve 
Stackable. 


Final Note-if all this seems a bit too 
expensive for you and will take up a lot 
of time, fill out the coupon below now and 
reserve your tickets for the American 
Motocross Finals at Anaheim Stadium on 
November 12th, where racing starts at 
8:00 p.m. Let the guys at Stadium 
Motorsports do all the work-you just get 
your ticket, sit back in the comfort of a 
good seat and enjoy the races. 


STRAIGHT”‏ دار 
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New Date... One Month Earlier! 
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SANCTÍONED 


Saturday, November 12, 1977 


PRIORITY MAIL ORDER TO AMERICAN MOTOCROSS 
DEPT. A, P.O. BOX 4021, ANAHEIM, CA 92803 


NAME 
ADDRESS 


CITY 








$15.00 VICTORY CLUB 


$12.00 VIP RESERVED 
S 8.00 RACE LEVEL 
TOTAL 


INFO (714) 635-5000 
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CAMEL PRO RACE TIGHTENS 


TERRE HAUTE, IND.—A twinbill of 
American Motorcyclist Association 
Camel Pro Series racing has resulted in 
a dramatic tightening of the 1977 points 
race, with five riders now in serious 
contention. 

‘Heading into the heavy weekend of 
racing, Jay Springsteen of Lapeer, 
Michigan, held a relatively comfortable 
lead in the standings. But the 
defending champion failed to qualify 
for the main event in either of the two 
series races over the weekend and now 
has a very narrow lead. 

Profiting most from the weekend—a 
shorttrack at Sante Fe Speedway in 
Hinsdale, Illinois, and a half-mile at 
Terre Haute, Indiana—were former 
AMA Camel Pro Series champions Ken 
Roberts of Modesto, California, and 
Gary Scott of Springfield, Ohio, as well 
as 1976 rookie of the year Steve Eklund 
of San Jose, California. 

Roberts moved into the runnerup 
spot in the standings, just three points 
behind Springsteen, with a sixth at 
Santa Fe and a fourth at Terre Haute. 
Scott crashed and finished last at Sante 
Fe but bounced back to win the 
weather-plagued Terre Haute event. 
Eklund scored his first national win in 
-nearly a year at Santa Fe and backed 
‘that up with a solid third at Terre Haute. 

As aresult, Roberts moved from third 
to second in the point standings, 
slipping in front of Royal Oak, 
Michigan’s Ted Boody, now third with 
151 points to 156 for Roberts and 159 
for Springsteen. Closing on the lead 
trio were Scott and Eklund, now fourth 
and fifth in the standings with 139 and 
133 points respectively. 

The shorttrack race at Sante Fe Park 
was highlighted by a sensational battle 
for the lead between Eklund and Terry 
Poovey of Garland, Texas. Poovey led 
most of the way but Eklund made a 
successful pass on the final lap to 
narrowly defeat the Texan. Gary Scott 
crashed early in the race and finished 
last, picking up just one point. 

Terre Haute was an altogether 
different story as weeklong rains 
drenched the track. The rains finally 
ended Friday night and on Saturday 
tons of mud were removed from the 
track. The racing surface was excellent 
early on Sunday and the track record 
was broken in time trials. But as the 
program progressed, the surface began 
to break up and numerous crashes 
eventually led to elimination of the 
Expert Trophy Race from the program 
and shortening of the main event from 
20 to 16 laps. 

In all, the red flag was waved three 
times during the scheduled 20 lapper, 
which Gary Scott led most of the way. 
Single-bike crashes involving Garth 
Brow of Flint, Michigan, and Randy 
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Goss of Hartland, Michigan, brought 
out the first two red flags. The final red 
flag came out on the 17th lap when 
Steven Morehead of Findlay, Ohio, 
crashed in turn two, triggering a 
three-bike pileup also involving Poovey 
and Mike Kidd of Keller, Texas. None 
of the riders in any of the crashes were 
seriously injured. Kidd was examined at 
a local hospital and released. At that 
point the race was halted and results 
determined by the running order after 
16 laps. 


FINAL AMERICAN ISDT 
TEAM ASSIGNMENTS MADE 


WESTERVILLE, OHIO—AII American 
team assignments for the 52nd 
International Six Days Trial have been 
made following allocation of 37 starting 
positions for U.S. riders by the event’s 
Czechoslovakian organizers. The 1977 
ISDT will be held in the Povaska 
Bystrica district of Czechoslovakia. 

The 37 American riders selected to 
compete will represent one of the 
largest contingents in the trial, which 
will have a total of 320 starters from an 
estimated 20 nations. American team 
efforts will include the previously 
announced World Trophy Team, fielded 
by Penton Imports and the Silver Vase 
Team of Yamaha Motors USA. Addi- 
tionally, the U.S. will field seven three- 
man manufacturer teams and five 
three-man club teams in the famed 
amateur event. 

“We have a total of 23 Six Days 
veterans and 14 first-year men on what | 
consider a solid team,” commented Al 
Eames, AMA manager of amateur 
activities. “I think we can look for some 
outstanding individual accomplish- 
ments and also feel that a number of 
our team entries have excellent chances 
of being in contending positions.” 

Penton Imports of Lorain, Ohio, and 
Yamaha Motors USA, based in Buena 
Park, California, will sponsor America’s 
major team efforts in the trial. 

Penton, long a dominant force in 
American reliability trials competition, 
will field the six-man team repre- 
senting the United States in World 
Trophy competition for the highest 
honor of the ISDT. Yamaha will support 
the four-man American Silver Vase 
Team, gunning for the second-most 
prestigious award of the famed amateur 
event, which will be held for the 52nd 
time. 

Ohio riders dominate the Penton 
lineup, with five of six World Trophy 
Team members from the Buckeye State. 
Leading the way are three of America’s 
most experienced and talented trials 
riders, brothers Jack and Tom Penton 
of Lorain, and their cousin Dane 
Leimbach of Vermilion. Gary Younkins 
of Hubbard and Frank Gallo of Lisbon 





complete the Ohio complement and the 
final team member will be Kevin Lavoie 
of Chepachet, Rhode Island. The 
Penton brothers will ride 250cc Penton 
machines, while Leimbach will ride in 
the 175cc class, Younkins in the 350cc 
class and Gallo and Lavoie in the 500cc 
class. 

The American World Trophy Team 
boasts a combined total of 25 Six Days 
starts with 17 individual gold medals, 
four silvers, two bronzes and just two 
DNFs, both due to freakish mechanical 
failures. Both Jack Penton and Leim- 
bach will be shooting for their sixth 
individual gold medal, while Tom 
Penton will try for number five. 
Younkins is two-for-two in the gold 
medal category and Gallo came home 
with a gold medal from the 51st ISDT in 
Austria last fall in his first ISDT start. 
Lavoie, the least lucky rider on the team 
to date in the ISDT, will be looking for 
his first individual gold after a near- 
miss silver in 1975 and a mechanically- 
induced DNF last year. 

Eames will coordinate AMA team 
activity in Czechoslovakia. The Ameri- 
can Motorcyclist Association’s repre- 
sentative to the Federation Internation- 
ale Motocycliste’s International Jury for 
the event will be Kathy Wanta, AMA 
director of amateur and member 
activities. 

Following is a complete listing of the 
American team for the 52nd ISDT. 

Teams from Czechoslovakia and 
West Germany will be the favorites in 
World Trophy competition but the 
American team is among those 
considered as a potential threat. 

Yamaha’s Silver Vase quartet will 
include three ISDT veterans and one 
rookie. Both Chris Carter of Menlo 
Park, California, and John Fero of 
Orange, California, picked up gold 
medals for Yamaha’s U.S. Manufac- 
turer Team in the 1976 Austrian Six 
Days. Larry Thompson of Los Altos, 
California, failed to finish his initial Six 
Days in 1976 after a series of 
mechanical problems with his KTM. 
But he showed good promise and has 
ridden well on the Yamaha all year. 
Rounding out the Yamaha team will be 
Mark Deyo of Orofino, Idaho, Six Days 
rookie. Carter and Fero will ride 400cc 
machines in the 500cc class while 
Thompson and Deyo will be entered in 
the 250cc class. 

In addition to Penton and Yamaha, 
manufacturers fielding three-man U.S. 
Manufacturer Teams will be Hercules, 
Husqvarna (represented by Cycle East), 
Maico and Suzuki. 

The 1977 ISDT will be held in the 
Povaska Bystrica region of Czechoslo- 
vakia. Much of the route will be in the 
Low Tatras Mountains but elevation 
changes will not be severe. With a route 
of over 1,000 miles plus daily special 
tests on acceleration and cross-country 
courses, the trial should be a very 


demanding one on both riders and 
machines. Unlike recent ISDTs which 
have included more than 50 percent 
paved roads, 80 percent of the miles 
logged in Czechoslovakia will be 
off-road. 


JAY RIDGEWAY DIES 


DUQUOIN, ILLINOIS—The American 
motorcycle racing fraternity lost one of 
its most popular members on Tuesday, 
August 9, with the death of Joseph 
Gene “Jay” Ridgeway, Jr. 

Ridgeway died Tuesday morning as a 
result of severe head injuries suffered In 
a racing accident July 31 at DuQuoin, 
Illinois. The 20-year-old racer had been 
in. a coma since the accident occurred 
and he never regained consciousness. 
He died at Good Samaritan Hospital in 
Mt. Vernon, Illinois. 

Ridgeway was born in Joliet, Illinois, 
but was raised in Decatur, Georgia. He 
had raced as an AMA professional since 
1972 and was one of the most talented 
dirt track racers in the south. 


tinental Round of the World Individual 
Speedway Championships. 

Bast and Penhall were among 15 
riders from an original fleld of 32 who 
advanced from preliminary qualification 
events held in northern California 
earlier in the month. Rounding out the 
16-man field at Costa Mesa was Scott 
Autrey of Huntington Beach, California. 
Autrey was seeded to the final round 
because he finished ninth in the World 
Individual Speedway Championships 
last year in Poland. 

Bast qualified easily with a near- 
perfect night at Costa Mesa, scoring 14 
of a possible 15 points with four wins 
and a second-place finish. Meanwhile, 
Autrey and Penhall tied with 13 points 
each. A four-lap runoff between the two 
would decide which rider would 
advance and Penhall won that runoff 
despite the fact that Autrey drew the 
pole position. 

Bast and Penhall will compete in the 
Inter-Continental Finals at White City in 
London, England, August 21. Top 
finishers in that event will advance 





Mike Bast, defending U.S. National Speedway Champion, now 





gets a crack at the World Champlonship after his resounding 


win in the Costa Mesa qualifler. 


MIKE BAST, PENHALL TO REPRE- 
SENT AMERICA IN WORLD 
INDIVIDUAL SPEEDWAY CHAMPION- 
SHIP QUALIFYING 


COSTA MESA, CALIFORNIA—A dra- 
matic qualifying event at Costa Mesa, 
California, saw Californians Mike Bast 
of Canyon Country and Bruce Penhall 
of Balboa qualify to represent the 
United States In the 1977 Inter-Con- 


directly to the World Individual Speed- 
way Championships, scheduled Sep- 
tember 2 at Goeteborg, Sweden. 
Finishing fourth behind Bast, Penhall 
and Autrey at Costa Mesa was Bast's 
brother Steve of Loomis, California, 
who scored 11 points. Fifth was Rick 
Woods of Costa Mesa with 10 points. 
A standing-room-only crowd of 
nearly 9,000 was on hand for the race 
and the event was an absolute sellout 


with people turned away at the gate. 

Bast and Penhall will be trying to 
break a drought which dates back to 
1937 when they travel to Europe. Jack 
Milne of Pasadena, California, won the 
World Individual Speedway Champion- 
ship in 1937, a feat no Yank has ever 
managed to equal. 


125CC NATIONAL MOTOCROSS 
SERIES FINALE 


SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS—A strong 
on-track effort and a lot of help from his 
friends enabled Broc Glover of El 
Cajon, California, to become the 
youngest AMA Natlonal Motocross 
Champion in history. 

Cyclerama in San Antonio was the 
Site of the final race of the 1977 AMA 
125cc National Motocross Series and 
heading into the event there was a 
three-way battle for the title among 
Danny LaPorte of Yucca Valley, 
California, Glover and Bob Hannah of 
Whittier, California. LaPorte was riding 
for Team Suzuki while Glover and 
Hannah are Yamaha teammates. 

Glover won both motos on Sunday 
while Hannah registered a pair of 
runnerup finishes and LaPorte was third 
in each of two 40-minute point paying 
motos. The end result was a tie 
between Glover and LaPorte in the final 
point standings—the first time such an 
occurrence had ever happened in AMA 
motocross—and Glover was awarded 
the national title by virtue of having five 
moto wins In the six race series to just 
two for LaPorte. 

The difference in the points race 
boiled down to the final moto of the 
day, which defending champion Han- 
nah led most of the way. Hannah built a 
24-second lead over Glover but late in 
the race slowed down, allowing his 
teammate to move into the lead and 
catch LaPorte in the point standings 
with 140 points. That team strategy 
ended LaPorte's hopes of the cham- 
plonship as he was unable to over- 
take Hannah for second. Glover, at age 
17, thus replaces Hannah as 125cc 
National Motocross Champion. 

Overall scoring at San Antonio 
showed Glover, Hannah and LaPorte 
1-2-3, followed by Team Yamaha new- 
comer Mike Bell of Lakewood, Califor- 
nia, and Team Honda's Warren Reid of 
Westminster, California. Reld ended 
the 125cc National Motocross Series 
fourth in the point standings. 

In support class action, home state 
favorite Monte Anderson of Midlothian, 
Texas, earned the win, followed by Bob 
Elliott of LaMirada, California, and 
Blaine Elledge of Woodinville, Wash- 
ington. 

See Popular Cycling contributor Jim 
Gianatsis' complete wrap-up of the 
125cc National Championship series 
beginning on page 40. jr 
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By Tom Beesley 


Here’s a lesson in how to make a good 
motorcycle into one of the very best in its 
category. 

First of all, you take a bike that’s 
already got a reputation for being one of 
the best built machines, that puts out a 
bunch of horsepower, has up-to-date 
suspension, isn’t the most expensive 
motorcycle in the world and has styling 
that is both modern and traditional. 
Then you make everything just a little bit 
better, and you end up with a real 
winner. 

What we’re talking about here is the 
latest version of Husqvarna’s 125cc CR 
motocrosser. Perfecting the little things 
on the bike is exactly what Husky has 
done with the ’78 version, and the best 
compliment that we can pay the bike is 
that it ranks right up there with the 
Yamaha YZ and Suzuki RM Japanese- 
built racers in every respect. At present, 
no other European 125cc motocross 
machine fits that bill. 

We at Popular Cycling have the ideal 
staff situation for testing Husqvarna 
racers. Editorial Director George Elliott 
has ridden and raced Huskys for years, 
including every previous version of the 
CR125. The editor, Beesley, hasn't 
ridden the Swedish machinery very 
much, being a Japanese bike fan. Take 
the two ends of the scale, turn them both 
loose on the bike for awhile and average 
out each rider’s impressions. You should 
come up with a pretty evenly distributed 
editorial opinion. 

First impression of the CR125 was its 
size. This is not a small motorcycle, 
despite its displacement category. Be- 
cause the bike uses basically the same 
chassis and engine as the 250cc racer, it 
is tall and long, especially for a 125. Add 
on the height necessary for over nine 
inches of suspension travel on both ends, 
and you've got a motorcycle that takes a 
hefty swing of the leg to get over the seat 
and astride. 

Once you're aboard, though, the bike 
is very comfortable. In fact, the Husky 
qualifies as one of the most comfortable 
motocross racers we've had the oppor- 
tunity to ride. We rate it as more 
comfortable than either the Yamaha or 
Suzuki, and that's saying quite a lot for 
the bike. The seat is firmer than the 
Yamaha, but the suspension is so plush 
that the overall ride is more comfort- 
able. The Husky would be more 
comfortable for the taller rider, since it is 
a full-sized motorcycle (meaning that it's 
just as big as a 250), while the Yamaha 
and Suzuki more or less set the standard 
for 125cc machines. 

As we started out saying, the Husky 
excels because it is so refined. They've 
taken a bike that has always rated as one 
of the world's best built, and polished it 
even further. We don't mean that it's 





bigger engines in the Husky range. 
Bottom end is identical, cylinder comes 
from same mold as the 360cc version. 
That’s why it looks so big. It’s a short 
Stroke engine, with a 55x52mm 
bore/stroke configuration. That’s 
unusual in the 125cc class, but is one of 
the main reasons for the beautiful 
power traits of this bike. 





No chain tensioner is used, but nylon 
“pads” are on top and bottom of 
swingarm. Top one (see arrow) doesn’t 
wear fast, but the spares kit that comes 
with the bike includes a couple of the 
smaller bottom pads, since they will go 
faster. Simple matter to change them 
and they’re cheap. 


shiny, but the quality of craftsmanship 
and assembly is incredible. 

The engine is basically the same unit 
as last year’s CR, which is to say 
powerful, strong and apparently reliable. 
The mill has a slightly unusual configu- 
ration, with 55 by 52mm bore and stroke 
dimensions. Most other bikes in rivalry 
with the Husky either have “square” 
dimensions of 54 x 54mm, or 56 x 50mm, 
like the Yamaha and Honda. But anyway 
you figure it, you come out with 123cc 
actual displacement. 

Typical of Husqvarna design is the 
short stroke engine, which makes a very 
sanitary-looking unit in the frame. In the 
full-sized 125 frame, though, the engine 
almost looks too small. There's a lot of 
spare room in there, as the photos 
indicate. Once used to the crammed 
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Best in the business? We think so, 
about the gas Girling-equipped rear 
suspension on the 125CR. Full floating 
rear brake works very well. 


apr." a 













give 9.6 inches of travel. Brakes are 
good, too. Wheel rims on both ends are 
shoulderless Akronts. Tires 

are Trelleborg. 


frame area of the other bikes, you almost 
think that something is missing on the 
Husky. 

As on the other bikes in the Husky 
range, the lower end of the engine and 
the gearbox is very compact and small. 
We think that the whole package is one 
of the best looking, most compact 
engine/ gearbox units made. 

Induction is via 32mm Bing, pumped 
through reed valves before arrival in the 
cylinder. Ignition is extremely reliable 
external flywheel Motoplat CDI, which is 
the same unit as on most modern 
European motocross machines. The 
benefit of the Motoplat over that on most 
of the Japanese bikes is the extra amount 
of crankshaft inertia produced by the 
larger (heavier) flywheel. Makes for 
much smoother power delivery through- 








RD E KS 
Husky’s have their own handling 
characteristics, but the new 125 isn’t as 
radical as previous models. Anybody 
can ride this bike. 


out the powerband. 

The gearbox houses a close ratio 
six-speed transmission with straight cut 
gears. The kick starter (on the left side) is 
not of the primary design, which means 
that the bike must be in neutral before 
the kicker will crank the engine over. 

We were extremely pleased with the 
Husky engine. Throttle response was 
crisp and predictable. Horsepower was 
adequate, with about 16 ponies devel- 
oped at 9500 revs. Everything (short 
stroke, reed valves, gear ratio and pipe) 
combines to give a surprising amount of 
low-end torque, plenty of mid-range and 
more than enough top-end. That heavier 
(than the Japanese bikes) flywheel really 
helps out. As a result of these factors, the 
Husky is equally at home on a long, fast, 
smooth track as it is on a tight twisty one. 


Sort of the best of both worlds. 

But for the fact that you are very much 
aware that you’re on a 125, since there is 
a very limited amount of horsepower on 
tap, the Husky has traits more like a 250 
than any other 125 racer. That makes it 
an interesting, fun and relatively easy 
motorcycle for the full-sized rider to go 
fast on. 

The suspension department is where 
Husqvarna has made the biggest change 
and improvement from last year's 
125CR. The Husky has the most travel of 
any bike in its class, over nine inches on 
both ends. 

The front forks, which are designed 
and built by Husky, maybe aren't the 
very best in the business, but they're a lot 
more than “just” satisfactory. They're of 
the leading axle design, which is current 
with design trends, and they are 
"regular" oil/spring units. 

The main thing about the Husky forks, 
and this really isn't a complaint, is that 
we'd really gotten used to the adjustable 
air forks on the Yamaha and Suzuki 
racers, so it was hard to “go back" to 
regular forks, no matter how well they 
work. If you consider that we've really 
come to appreciate the adjustability and 
function of modern air forks, you'll 
appreciate the fact that we would rate the 
Husky forks as the best oil/spring forks 
in the business. 

On the rear of the Husky are long 
travel (9.9 inches!) gas Girling shocks, 
which just might be the best production 
shocks in the world. One thing is for 
sure, they sure work beautifully on this 
motorcycle. We'd have to give the Husky 
the nod over both the Kayaba-equipped 
Suzuki RM and the monoshock Yamaha 
YZ in the rear suspension department. 
They're that good. 

The Girlings keep the tire on the 
ground, where it belongs if you want to 
transmit any horsepower. Over smooth 
fast terrain or real nasties, we found the 
4.00x18 Trelleborg stuck to terra firma. 
Credit has to go to the shock absorbers. 
We were impressed. 

Traction and control are the name of 
the game in motocross racing. Without 
either or both, you're literally spinning 
your wheels, and you're getting nowhere 
fast. Guess that's why we rave so much 
about the Husky and those Girlings， 
because they did such a great job of 
keeping the wheel from hopping and 
jumping around. 

The Husky rates high on the overall 
handling scale, primarily because of the 
power characteristics and superior 
handling. Because it's such a big bike 
physically, it's not as nimble and agile as 
the Yamaha YZ or Suzuki, though. 

It will go around corners, but it just 
takes more effort to overcome the 
tendency to remain upright, due to the 
high center of gravity. Once you get used 
to putting the Husky into corners in its 
own style, you'll like it. The faster you are 


HUSQVARNA 
125CR 


ENGINE 


Engine type 

Bore and stroke,mm 
Displacement,cc 
Horsepower/rpm (claimed) 
Torque/rpm (claimed) ........... 8.8/9500 
Compression ratio 
Air filtration 
Carburetion 
Lubrication 
Ignition 


oiled foam 
32mm Bing 


Motoplat CDI 
DRIVE TRAIN 

Transmission 

Clutch type 

Primary drive 

Final drive ratio 


CHASSIS 


Single downtube 
chrome-moly 


Chassis type 


Seat height, in. 

Peg height, in 

Ground clearance, in 

Wheelbase; in. I tree 57 

Weight as tested, Ibs. ................ 205 

ER/RR wt:bias/lbs. es 45 front 
55 rear 


Tires, front 
Trelleborg 


Trelleborg 


SUSPENSION 
Husqvarna 
Travel 9.6 inches 
Gas Girlings 
9.9 inches 


Max. 
Pts. NUMERICAL EVALUATION 


10 
10 
10 Acceleration 
10 Transmission 
(5) Ratios 
(5) Operation 
Suspension 
(5) Front 
(5) Rear 
Brakes 
(5) Front 
(5) Rear 
General Handling 
Miscellanea 
(5) Starting 
(5) Rider comfort 
(5) Quality of craftsmanship ... 
(5) Riding maneuverability .... 5 
(5) Tires 
(5). Noise level 


Overall Rating 





able to go, the better the whole package 
works. Chassis geometry and suspension 
are stable and very accurate, perhaps 
more so than any other bike in the class. 

When it comes time to stop (or slow 
down), the Husky handles that area well, 
too. Both brakes are very precise, 
controllable and powerful. Levers are 
Maguras, which we have to prefer over 
anything else in the world. They help give 
the braking such a positive feel. 

Braking feel is very progressive on 
both ends of the motorcycle. You can feel 
exactly what you're doing and apply just 
as much braking as you want. On the 
rear is a full-floating brake and as we've 
indicated, we can't seriously fault it. It's 
still possible to get the rear end hopping 
and chattering under certain conditions 
(such as loose, slippery bumpy 
approaches to corners), but this brake 
isn't nearly as bad as most bikes. 

The Husky shifts just as smoothly and 
easily as any of the Japanese bikes, even 
though the lever requires a longer and 
harder action to select the next gear. 
Because of the design of the gearbox and 
the lever, it's a lot harder to find false 
neutrals should you hit the lever by 
accident. Throw is about an inch and a 
half, which is just a little bit longer than 
the Yamaha or Suzuki. It's not at all 
bad, though. 

In conclusion, we'd have to say that 
the Husqvarna 125CR.is a great racing 
motorcycle. If you've got something 
against the Japanese bikes and still want 
to race 125s, then this is the only bike you 
should seriously consider, at least at 
present. 

The motorcycle is just plain good, in 
almost every respect On a scale 
considering every single factor, it'd 
probably come out ahead of any of the 
Japanese bikes, on the basis of 
consistency. There are some things that 
the Yamaha and/or Suzuki do a lot 
better, and some things that those two 
rivals do a lot worse. The end result, 
though is pretty doggone even. 

See, there is an alternative to Japanese 
racing machinery in the 125cc class. 

Cost-wise, the Husqvarna is a bit more 
expensive than the other Japanese 
machines at a suggested retail price of 
$1435 (as compared to $998 for the 
Yamaha YZ, $1025 for the Suzuki RM 
and $896 for the Honda CR), but it still 
isn’t the most expensive bike in the class. 
There are other machines that cost more, 
but don’t offer nearly as much motor- 
cycle as the Husqvarna 125CR. 

PS—We've got to tell you about the 
owners manual that comes with the 
Husky. This book is worth buying just for 
the general information in it. Not only 
does it tell you in detail how to care for 
your Husqvarna, but there is a lot of 
general theory, suggestions and tips, as 
well as sections on training and how to 
race and fix malfunctions. Š 
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LES 
powerfukHonda — ie UN 
` RC works bike. 


Warren Reid's factory RC125 works 
bike and Steve Wise's highly 


modified Moto-X Fox CR125 
production machine. 


fi TALE 
OF TWO 
„HONDAS 


22/POPULAR CYCLING 














Rumors have been circulating on the 
national motocross circuit that Honda is 
going to be bringing out a completely 
redesigned lineup of production moto- 
crossers. Present indications are the new 
Hondas will be available sometime 
towards the end of the 1977 year and that 
the new bikes will be quite similar to the 
present RC factory bikes being used by 
Team Honda. 

The present Honda production moto- 
crossers are seriously outdated and not 
too many people race them any more. 
Still, models like the CR .125 are 
bargain-cheap in new or used condition 
and are readily available. There are at 
least half a dozen accessory manufactu- 
rers doing a bangup business selling 
performance parts to keep those little 
Elsinores competitive. The purpose of 
this article is to give you a look at the 
factory’s RC 125 works bike and the top 
CR 125 “production” bike being raced 
on the 125cc National circuit. Along the 
way we'll provide an insight into what the 
new production CRs might be like when 
Honda does introduce them, along with 
some ideas on how to keep those old CR 


val 


Steve Wise’s best 
finish so faron 
the Fox Honda 
against the 
factories has been 
a second (at the 
Houston 125cc 





125s competitive in the meantime. 
HONDA 125cc RC 1977 


Honda has only one rider on the 125cc 
National circuit this year, youngster 
Warren Reid, who is following the 
Nationals more to gain experience than 
to win races. Honda probably won't get 
serious about winning the 125cc 
Nationals again until it has a competitive 
production bike to sell. The factory RC 
125 works bike, though, is one of the 
better designed works bikes on the 
circuit. It's expected (and hoped) that the 
new production bike will resemble the 
RC quite strongly with a similar frame, 
suspension and engine design. 

The single downtube chrome-moly 
frame and the magnesium engine were 
designed together with long-travel rear 
suspension in mind. The countershaft on 
the engine is placed right next to the 
swingarm pivot on the frame so chain 
tension remains almost the same 
throughout the arc of rear-wheel travel. 

The rear brake is a full floating 
arrangement that's cable operated. 


Aluminum is used for the fuel tank, 
plastic for the fenders and number 
panels. The only bad idea on the whole 
bike is that the rear fender and a portion 
of the saddle to which the fender is 
attached, overhang off the back frame 
section of the bike. When the bike gets 
flipped over backwards the fender and a 
portion of the saddle break off. 

The RC Honda uses Showa spring 
forks, without the benefit of air 
springing, to provide 250mm (9.8 inches) 
of front wheel travel. The rear suspension 
has an equal amount of travel. The bike 
is pictured with Koni reservoir gas/oil 
shocks, but Warren and his dad John R, 
who just happens to be the bike's 
mechanic, are now using Fox AirShox, as 
are the other members of Team Honda. 

Honda pioneered case reed-induction 
on its works bikes, but the latest RCs are 
now using more conventional cylinder 
reed-induction. The carb is a 34mm 
Mikuni. The entire engine assembly is 
extremely compact and lightweight, 
helping to reduce the bike's overall 
weight to 180 pounds. An exclusive on 
the RC engine is placement of the 





ignition on the right side of the engine. 
The timing can be adjusted from the 
outside by rotating the outer cover after 
three screws are loosened and an 
inspection plug taken out to align the 
timing marks. It is not known whether or 
not the RC type engine will be used in the 
new production bikes, but a good guess is 
that an updated RC engine similar to 
what Steve Wise is using will be used. 


MOTO-X FOX HONDA 125cc CR 


Steve Wise is the fastest privateer on 
the national circuit, and because his 
father owns a Honda shop in McAllen, 
Texas, he felt it was only right to race a 
Honda. The problem was that a stock CR 
125 Elsinore is hardly competitive 
against the latest production and factory 
bikes being used by the other riders. 
Steve solved this problem by enlisting the 
aid of top tuner and bike builder Cliff 
White to make him a competitive 
Elsinore. The resulting creation is a bike 
that's even better than some of the 
factory machinery on the track. Steve's 
major sponsor is Moto-X Fox, with 
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The bikes and additional help in the form of parts better high-speed stability and provided 
their tuners. Left, coming from DG Performance and 265mm (10.5 inches) of rear wheel-travel. 
John R., with the American Honda. Simons air/spring forks from Moto-X 


M end Cliffs toughest job with the Elsinore Fox are used up front for better 


the right is Cliff ۳2۶ to update the chassis by rebuilding ^ handling. Their extra length provides an 
White and his the entire rear frame section. This additional increase in wheelbase while 
creation, the change allowed the use of Fox's  theextra strong design cuts down on flex. 
Moto-X Fox aluminum swingarm and 17.5-inch Cliff mounted the lower triple clamp 
Honda CR125. AirShox, increased the wheelbase for ^ upside down to allow 265mm of travel up 
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Ek- Slob Shoup 
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The same view of 
Wise’s engine, 
with Mugen kit 
installed. Pipe 
tucks under tank 
nicely. 


The left side of 
the latest RC 
works engine. Mill 
uses cylinder reed 
induction and 
gearbox now has 
six speeds 
instead of five as 
on the stocker. 
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front as well, without raising the front 
end of the bike up too high. That would 
have happened if the triple clamp was 
left in its normal position. Complete bike 
weight is 185 pounds. 

Things are just as trick down in the 
engine department. American Honda 
sent Steve a Japanese hopup kit by 
Mugen which consists of a 6-petal stock 


aluminum 


Close up of the 


reed-induction cylinder, head and pipe. 
The whole kit just bolts on the stock 
Elsinore engine. Cliff changed the rod 
assembly for a stronger one from DG 
Performance. The thing about the 
Mugen kit is that it carries a Honda part 
number, although it isn't available for 
sale yet. This might mean the kit will be 
available later in the year when the new 


| 
| 
点 
| 
| 
i 
i 





swingarm and 
17.5-inch AirShox 
kit on Wise’s bike. 
Kit is available 
generally from 
Moto-X Fox. 





production bikes are released. If so, then 
the new production bike might retain the 
present Elsinore engine, perhaps with the 
Mugen kit installed. The engine 
assembly is finished off with a 34mm 
Mikuni carburetor, a good compromise 
for all around power. gẹ 





Designed 
specifically with 
very long travel in 
mind, the RC 
factory Honda 
locates the engine 
countershaft 
sprocket right 
next to the 
swingarm pivot 
point. Shocks 
fitted at this time 
are Koni reservoir 
gas/oil units. 
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A talk with Team 
Suzuki’s winning 
Ca 125cc specialist. 
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Just two days after his disap- 
pointing loss of the 125cc National 
Championship to Yamaha’s Broc 
Glover, Team Suzuki's Danny 
LaPorte stopped by the Popular 
Cycling office to sit for this 
interview. 

After tape-recording two full 90- 
minute cassettes, we realized that 
we had on record an interview that’s 
several notches above normal. 

Danny LaPorte has a lot more to 
say than just how, why and when he 
got started in motocross and 
whether or not he wants to be the 
World Champion. 

It's a very in-depth interview, re- 
vealing not only Danny LaPorte as a 
very talented motorcycle racer, but 
as a thoughtful and rather philo- 
sophical person as well. 

We won't demean Danny by 
saying that we were surprised, but 
it does seem like we've done an 
awful lot of racer interviews that 
involved little more than mumbled 
answers to inane questions. 

Fortunately, this interview goes a 
whole lot deeper than that. Take a 
look at Danny LaPorte, motocross 
racer... 





PC: First of all, Danny, since the San 
Antonio finale to the National 
Championship series is so much on 
everybody's mind, let's ask you about 
that event. 

DLP: Well, I'm obviously dis- 
appointed about the outcome. But I'm 
more disappointed with the way it all 
happened than with just losing the 





*One thing that griped me was when the 
Yamaha manager came over to me and 
said, 'Well, Dan, we hated to do that to 
you. You know we needed a Champion- 
ship and that's just the way we had 

to do it'." 





National Championship. That really 
doesn't matter that much, but the other 
thing really hurts me, you know. 

PC: You mean when Bob Hannah got 
team orders to move over and let Broc 
Glover past to take the win and the 
Championship? 

DLP: Well, see, Bob is a really good 
friend of mine, and I knew that he 
wanted to win the race, not so that I'd get 
the Championship, but so that he could 
prove that he's still the best rider. He 
wanted to show that he could still win. 

So obviously, there was nothing pre- 
meditated about the outcome of the race, 
like Yamaha asking Bob to block me or 
anything like that, so that Broc could 
win. Maybe three laps from the end of 
the second moto, the Yamaha team 
officials came out to Bob's tuner and told 
him to hold up this move-over sign. He 
didn't want to do it, but the team 
manager said he had to. 

PC: You mean Keith McCarty didn't 
want to give the signal, but Kenny Clark 
(Yamaha team manager) told him he 
had to? 

DLP: Yeah. Anyway, Hannah came 
around with a real good lead, and Keith 
was there holding this sign that said to let 
Broc by. Keith wasn't very happy about 
it, and I understand that Bob tried to 
look the other way and not see the board. 
After the race, he wouldn't even look at 
anybody, he was so ashamed. He didn't 
even come right into the pits, but rode off 
into the woods for a few minutes. When 
he did come back to the pits, he went 
straight into the team van and wouldn't 
talk to anybody. 

PC: Did he, or anybody from Yamaha 
talk to you? 

DLP: Well, Bob finally talked when I 
went over to him, but there wasn't much 
he could say. He was really bummed 
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“The thing is, what they did didn’t have 
anything to do with racing. lt was all 
business, and | can understand why 
they’d want a National Championship, 
but that’s not the way to do it.” 


about the whole deal, but all I could say 
was that I knew it wasn’t his own idea. 
And one thing that sort of griped me 
was when these Yamaha guys came over 
to me. One was the team manager and I 
think the other was one of the PR guys. 
They came up and said, “Well, Dan, we 
hated to do that to you. You know, we 
needed a Championship and that’s just 


. the way we had to do it.” 


PC: What did you say back to them? 

DLP: The only thing I felt I could say 
was that I'd rather see someone be able 
to win a race without having it given to 
them on a platter. And that I thought 
that Bob and Broc probably felt the same 
way. 

The thing is, what they did didn’t have 
anything to do with racing. It was all 
business, and I can understand why 
they’d want a National Championship, 
for the advertising and all, but that’s not 
the way to do it, I don’t think. 

They just made it so obvious, and it 
was degrading to them. You know what? 
After the race, people were coming up to 
me and saying how bad they thought the 
whole deal was. Honestly, there were 
more people around my pits than around 
the Yamaha pits. 

I really felt bad for Bob, because he 
wanted to win, so that everybody would 
know that he’s still the best, even though 
he didn’t win the National Champion- 
ship. And Broc, boy, if he can accept the 
title, and feel like he did it 100 percent 
himself, then it's bad for him. He just 
has to be aware of how it all happened. 

I don’t mean to take anything away 
from Broc Glover, because he won more 
races than I did, and he ended up with 
the National Championship. I just think 
that he’d much rather have won it all by 
himself. 

PC: What do you think about the 





“Now, | kind of think it was a good 
experience for me, that I’ve learned this. 
In the future, it’s going to do a lot for 
me, | think. I’m sure ۱۲۱۱ be a much 
better motorcycle racer from now on." 
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whole thing now, a few days after the 
race? 

DLP: Well, it’s maybe surprising, but 
I feel pretty good about it now. Going 
back for a moment, the reason why I was 
so disappointed at first is that I really 
believe in individual performance in 
sports. I think a guy should carry his 
own weight, make his own accomplish- 
ments. That’s why I was so stunned when 
the Yamaha PR guys came out and made 
Keith hold out that sign to Bob. And I 
think that’s partly why Bob was so 
bummed out by it all. 

But now, I kind of think it’s a good 
experience for me, that I’ve learned this. 
In the future, it’s going to do a lot for 
me, I think. 

PC: What if the situation were 
reversed, and you found that all of a 
sudden the shoe was on the other foot 
and you saw your tuner holding out a 
sign to move over so that somebody else 
could take the win? 

DLP: Let’s say that next year Billy 
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(Grossi) was in a position to take the 
series championship, but I was leading 
the race. First of all, I don’t think that 
such a thing would happen, because I 
believe that Suzuki’s team structure is 
different from Yamaha’s, but even if it 
did, I really think I wouldn’t be able to 
throw a race, even if it meant my job. 

As I said before, I deeply believe in 
individual performance in sports, and 
that’s the way I’ve always raced. And as 
far as Suzuki team efforts, I think that 
there’s nothing in my contract that says I 
might have to do something like that. It 
says that we have to travel as a team, 
work as a team, but I’m sure that it 
doesn’t say that we have to throw races 
away as a team. I, of course, wouldn't 
make any kind of move to block one of 
my own guys, especially if he was 
running for a championship which was 
out of my grasp, but if I was ahead of 
him and running competitively, you can 
bet that he'd have to righteously pass me 
if he wanted around. 


RR RE 


PC: Back to that San Antonio race, 
what actually happened in the two 
motos? Everybody is talking about the 
last few laps and the subsequent actions, 
but hardly anybody has said much about 
the actual racing. What happened to you 
in the two motos? 

DLP: In the first moto, the (starting) 
gate was messed up, and Bob and I both 
got away late. Half the gate was dropping 
before the other half, so by the time those 
of us on that end got away, the other half 
of the pack had about ten feet or so on 
us. Anyway, a bunch of people crashed 
in the first turn and we got out maybe 
20th. Glover had gotten the hole shot 
and was gone. Bob and I worked our way 
up to second and third, and were 
catching Glover. Bob caught him and 
almost passed him. I got off the track 
while lapping a rider, so had to settle for 
third. So we finished 1-2-3 in the first 
moto. 

In the second moto, I told myself that 
this was it. I had to go for it. The stupid 
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gate still wasn’t working right, so we had 
the same problem. I didn’t want to take a 
chance on jumping the start, so I had to 
wait until the gate actually dropped. 

This time, Hannah got the hole shot, 
because he wanted to show everybody he 
was the best. When he gets a good start, 
he gets really pumped up and he was 
really happy. He knew he was going to 
win the race, you know. He was going for 
it the whole way. I was pretty far back 
and Bob had about a 25-second lead on 
me and Broc. Finally, it was about three 
laps from the end of the moto, and I 
knew that was it! It was over. I was the 
National Champion and I just had to ride 
around and finish third behind Glover. 

But I was still going for it. I think I 
was catching up maybe a second a lap at 
the finish, and I was really trying to catch 
Broc. I knew that I had the strength to go 
hard at the finish, and that was my plan. 
With two laps to go, I came around by 
the finish line and everybody was 
smiling, waving and cheering. Then the 


next lap, nobody was doing anything and 
Iknew that something was wrong. So 
then I was really going for it. I mean, in 
some places, I was totally out of control. 
I was going just as fast as I could. I 
wasn't even thinking of anything but 
racing just as fast as I could, because I 
just knew that they had done something. 
I knew that Hannah had been in first 
place and then I saw these Yamaha 
officials all standing there with Keith 
(McCarty) unwillingly holding up that 
signboard. 

You know what all happened after 
that. 

PC: Wow, that whole thing really 
sounds like a complete bummer for 
everybody concerned. 

DLP: Yeah, it was! 

PC: Well, what can we say. We're 
really sorry that it turned out the way it 
did, not only for you, but for everybody 
else as well. It's too bad that everybody 
has to have a sour taste in their mouth 
from the outcome of a National 





Championship series. 

DLP: I still feel the worst for Bob. I 
hope that he doesn't get a bunch of bad 
press for this whole thing. After all, it 
wasn't his fault, and in my estimation, he | 
had shown before he received that pit 
signal that he was the best, by 
establishing a nearly 30-second lead over 
everybody else. I have to respect him a 
great deal for his feelings, because I 
don’t think that there are too many 
people like that, who'd feel like he did. 

PC: Motocross is such an individual 
sport anyway, even though there is the 
whole mystique about factory teams. I’d 
think that while you’re hopefully proud 
to be winning on a Suzuki, you’re 
especially glad to be winning for Danny 
LaPorte. It just seems like it would be 
really hard to operate as a team in 
motocross. Maybe in Grand National 
(flattrack) racing, it would be easier, but 
even then, you’ve got the same situation. 
If one racer is faster than the other, it’s 
really hard to hold one back to benefit 
the other, which is what it looks like 
Yamaha did at San Antonio. 

DLP: Right. We're not going to try 
and run into our own teammates or 
anything like that, but every rider has to 
ride his own race, just as good as he can. 
You can't, or shouldn't anyway, let 
politics enter into it. ; 

Look what politics has done to the 
Olympics, after all. 

PC: Look what happened last year in 
the Camel Pro Series with the Harley- 
Davidson factory team. Jay Springsteen 
had a good shot at winning the 
Championship and his teammate, Corky 
Keener, really didn’t. When it came 
down to the last National of the year at 
Ascot, somebody asked team manager 
Dick O’Brien if he was sending Keener 
out to block for Springsteen. He said, 
“Heck no. Whoever’s going to win this 
race is going to win it. I’m not going to 
mess with the outcome.” 

DLP: That’s right! That’s the way it 
is, you know? I mean, if Bob Hannah 
hadn’t been at San Antonio, at all, then 
it would have been different. And if he 
hadn't ridden as well as he did, and been 
out in front, it would have been different. 
That’s the rub, that the natural outcome 
of things was so changed and altered. It 
wasn’t real, to me or anybody else. I just 
learned a big lesson. 

PC: Whew... What an experience! 

DLP: And, I have a different outlook 
on things now. 

PC: Do you think that this might 
affect you later, like in the Trans-AMa 
series, or next year? 

DLP: I think that I'll probably be a 
much better motorcycle rider and try 
harder to win, as an individual more 
than anything else. : 

I mean, about never wanting to quit, 
or thinking about slacking off or 
anything. 

PC: That's interesting! 
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DLP: I think I’m stronger willed now 
than before, you know, about winning. 
The main thing is to remember that 
what's past is past and there is nothing 
that I can do about it now, so I can only 
look ahead to other races and other 
situations. I just have to discipline myself 
to remain competitive. 

PC: Do you think that it would have 
all been different if you weren’t such 
close friends with Hannah, or if he 
hadn’t reacted to the whole San Antonio 
situation as he did? I mean, a lot of guys 
maybe aren’t as sensitive as Hannah, or 
you, and might just say "That's too bad, 
fella.” 

DLP: Then I would probably have 
just thought less of him as a person. But 
the thing is, Bob Hannah had never in 
his life experienced that. I think that if 
the situation were reversed, I’d probably 


A casual LaPorte poses with tuner Pat 
Alexander and the Suzuki RH machine 
the duo fielded in the 250cc AMA 
National series. 


LaPorte’s RA125 Suzuki factory bike 
seemed to perform almost as strong as 
a 250. 





feel exactly the same way he did. 

Of course, it was also a first time 
experience for me! 

Here's another thing about it all... 
On the airplane on the way back from 
San Antonio, I was sitting next toa 
reporter from another bike publication, 
and he told me that this would probably 
be the most difficult article to write. He 
really didn’t want to say why, but he 
finally told me that in the article he’d 
have to write, he wouldn’t be able to tell 
it like it really was, because he’s afraid of 
stepping on somebody’s toes at Yamaha. 
So the public probably won’t ever know 
what really happened there. 

PC: Yes they will, because you’re 
telling them, right now! 

DLP: Yeah, I guess so, but I hope 
they won’t think that I’m feeling sorry for 
myself, because that’s not the case at all. 
I feel worse for Bob and Broc than for 
myself, if you can believe that. 

PC: What about the race team versus 
the advertising department or the 
development part of the factory. After 
all, racing does sell motorcycles and a 
National Championship has to translate 
directly into sales figures. 

DLP: Well, I do think that they 
should be separate. The advertising 
department at U.S. Suzuki, or Yamaha, 
should be quick to capitalize on race 
wins, but they sure shouldn’t exercise 
control over the race team. 

PC: I believe that that’s exactly the 
case at Suzuki, isn’t it? 

LaPorte got the 125cc National 

Championship season off to z 

start with the win in both me 
` segies opening Hangtown event. . 


DLP: Right. They (the ad guys) can 
only more or less follow us around and 
take advantage of our success. In return, 
we help them out with public 
appearances, press conferences and so 
on. Of course, we all work for Suzuki, 
and it's our job to get Suzuki out in front 
of the public so that they'll buy more of 
our bikes than Yamahas. That's the 
name of the game and everybody knows 
it, but it's just wrong for the ad 
department to wield power over the race 
team. Doesn't it make sense that that's 
no way to run a team? 

PC: Seems like it. 

DLP: Raceteams come into a 
separate category, right in between 
advertising and development. But we 
have to remain a separate entity. If the 
sole objective of the whole game is to 
have bikes win and therefore sell bikes, 
why bother with the idea of racing? Just 
fix the races in the first place and 
completely dupe the public. Let Yamaha 
have the 125 class, Suzuki the 250 and 
somebody else the 500s. But that's a 
goofy theory, and nobody would go for 
that. 

One of the reasons why I'd like to 
explain exactly what happened at San 
Antonio is to sort of clear Bob and 
myself. I know that Bob feels bad, and I 
think people should be aware that it 
wasn't his fault. And I suppose the same 
thing goes for myself. I just want people 
to know the true story. 

PC: Well, you're certainly telling it 






well. Just keep on. 

DLP: I've got no guilty or angry 
feeling towards Yamaha or anybody. 

PC: What about Broc? Did you get a 
chance to talk to him? 

DLP: Well, I tried to talk to him, but 
there wasn't much to say. All he could 
say was, “Well, I won." 

PC: Well, let's get away from San 
Antonio for a while. Guess this is as good 
a time as any to ask you your particulars; 
where you're from, about your first bike, 
race, and so on. 

DLP: Well, let's see. I was born in 
Torrance, California, and lived there for 
18 years. Then, about two years ago, my 
parents moved to Yucca Valley. I lived 
out there for a few months, then moved 
back to Torrance. So really, I'm not from 
Yucca Valley. 

PC: When did you start ridin; bikes? 

DLP: Iwas playing baseball at school 
one day and my dad came by with a 
motorcycle in the back of the truck. I was 
11 or 12. I really hadn't been too 
interested in bikes before then. 

PC: Wasthe bike for you? 

DLP: No, it was really for himself, 
but I rode it too. It was a Bultaco 175, 
about a 1967 model. We used to go to the 
desert, riding all the time. We got a 
minibike and then a bike. My first bike 
was a 100cc Hodaka. 

PC: Seems like everybody's first dirt 
bike was a 100cc Hodaka. 

DLP: Yeah, probably. There sure 
were a lot of them in the desert in those 
days. 

PC: What was your first race? 

DLP: Guess it was in about 1969 at 
Carlsbad. At Saddleback, which was just 
getting going, there were races about 
once a month. They combined juniors, 
intermediates and experts all into one 
class, and came up with 18 riders. 

My father has been interested in riding 
for a long time. He rides desert races 
still, but is mainly into enduros and 
things. 

PC: Does he ride a Suzuki too? 

DLP: (laugh) No, he has a Can-Am 
and a KTM. 

PC: Did you start motocrossing on the 
Hodaka? 

DLP: Yes, but it took quite a while 
before I was winning. I was finishing in 
the top ten usually, but only about fourth 
or fifth. I really enjoyed it, right from the 
very beginning. 

PC: When did you decide, more or 
less, to go for the big-time? 

DLP: Well, I was riding the CMC 
races at Saddleback and Carlsbad, and 
enjoying that, but I never was into it 100 
percent. I really liked working on the 
bikes. It seemed like I spent 90 percent 
of my time in the garage working on the 
bikes. Then I got interested in girls, and 
quit riding for about a year. WhenI 
started riding again, I was more serious 
about it all. x 

CONTINUED NEXT MONTH... $; 
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VALVOLINE 125cc 





UNITED STATES 








GRAND PRIX 





Rahier gets the win and his third World Championship 





Story by Tom Beesley 
Photos by Neil Britt, Doug Marion 
& Tom Beesley 


It seems like Grand Prix motocross 
races in the United States this season 
have a definite penchant for closeness. 
Just like the 500cc USGP at Carlsbad 
earlier this year, the 125cc Valvoline 
United States Grand Prix, at Mid-Ohio 
Moto Park, had the overall win de- 
termined by a tie-breaking conference 
with the clock. 

Rules state that in the case of two 
riders tying on points (according to the 
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Olympic scoring system), the tie shall 
be broken by first the total number of 
laps completed, or by elapsed time, if 
the two riders completed the same 
number of laps. 

On that basis, Suzuki’s diminutive 
125cc superstar (two previous World 
Championship titles) Gaston Rahier 
broke a two-year string of bad luck at 
Mid-Ohio and clinched his third con- 
secutive World Championship in the 
bargain. . 

Going into the Mid-Ohio Valvoline 
Oil-sponsored 125cc Grand Prix, only 


one rider had even a mathematical 
chance at overtaking Rahier for the 
‘77 World Championship. That rider 
was Dutch Yamaha rider Gerard Rond, 
who is 500cc GP runner Gerrit Wol- 
sink's protege. Rond needed to win the 
remaining motos in the GP series, but 
a mechanical failure in the second moto 
at Mid-Ohio (he won the first moto 
convincingly) dropped the youthful 
Netherlands rider right out of the run- 
ning and gave the title to Rahier. 
Rahier, even though he clinched the 
World Championship with Rond’s 





Championship. 


Rahier the title. 


By taking the overall win in the 
Valvoline 125cc United States Grand 
Prix, Suzuki star Gaston Rahier sewed 
up his third consecutive 125cc World 





Two other important members of the 
Mid-Ohio GP “cast.” Suzuki man Koji 
Masuda (31) was second overall, losing 
a tie-breaker to Rahier. Yamaha rider 
Gerard Rond went to Ohio as the only 
man with any chance at all of catching 
Rahier in GP points standings. He won 
the first moto and dropped out of the 
second while leading, thereby giving 


Top American rider was Moto-X Fox 
Suzuki man Pat Richter, in third 
overall. Richter came out on top of a 
day-long battle with Russian 
Khoudjakov and fellow Yank Gary 
Ogden for the position. 





demise, had a close call for the overall 
USGP win. He tied in points with his 
Suzuki teammate Koji Masuda (a trans- 
planted Japanese now living and racing 
out of Suzuki’s Santa Fe Springs, 
California facility). Masuda was second 
in both motos (compared to Rahier’s 
third and win). The two rode the same 
number of laps, so the tie was resolved 
on the basis of elapsed time. Rahier got 
the nod with a total time of 1 hour, 36 
minutes, 6.71 seconds. In comparison, 
Masuda had a time of 1 hour, 36 min- 
utes, 7.73 seconds. That’s cutting it 


pretty close. 

Rahier has had lousy luck at Mid- 
Ohio the past two years, although the 
race didn’t prevent him winning the 
World Championship. His record in- 
cluded a seventh place finish and three 
retirements in the four motos (two 
motos per year, of course!). 

This year, Rahier, and his near-total 
domination of the 125cc Grand Prix 
series was overshadowed at Mid-Ohio 
by the appearance of CZ riders Yuri 
Khoudjakov and Pavel Rulev, the first 
Russian motocross racers ever to appear 


in the United States. Despite their 
advance billing, the Soviet riders didn't 
exactly set the world on fire, with only 
Khoudjakov finishing in the top per- 
centage of the class. He was fourth 
overall with a fourth and a ninth place 
finish in the two motos. Rulev wobbled 
around at or near the tail end of the pack 
in both motos. 

There is a good chance, of course, 
that the extraordinary Ohio weather 
affected them. But then, the weather 
also affected Rahier and everybody 
else. 
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Soviet Union rider Yury Khoudjakov was 
one of the two USSR riders making their 
United States debut. Khoudjakov did 
well, finishing fourth overall, but his CZ 
teammate, Pavel Rulev, could manage 
no better than a 12th in one moto. 





Suzuki factory rider Danny LaPorte, 
leading the 125cc National Champion- 
ship series, didn’t rise to the challenge 
at hand, crashing several times in the 
Mid-Ohio mud. Here, LaPorte is putting 
on a hard charge to catch up after 
getting off the line in dead last position 
in the second moto. 


Joining the two Soviet Union riders and 
fellow Czech Churavy was Zdenek 
Velky, on another of the really trick 
works CZ racers. 





Gerard Rond, knowing the pressure was 
on to catch Rahier in GP point 
standings, really turned up the wick in 
the first moto, taking the win by some 
margin over Masuda and Rahier. 





At thedast mintite, ray si riot p? = ‘ E 
_ switched from/a Penton toa Móto-X 4. 4 * 


:*Fox:Suzuki. He.ended up sixth overall, 





In the first moto, best American finisher 
Pat Richter (26) had a good dice with 
John Savitski for awhile. Richter 
finished fifth, Savitski, 11th. 
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OFFICIAL RESULTS 





125cc USGP: 


. Koji Masuda (U.S., Suzuki, 2-2) 

. Pat Richter (U.S., Moto-X Fox 
Suzuki 5-3) 

. Yury Khoudjakov (USSR, CZ, 9-4) 


. Frank Stacy (U.S., Moto-X Fox 
Suzuki, 10-5) 
. Jiri Churavy (Czechoslovakia, 
CZ, 7-8) 
. Zdenek Velky (Czechoslovakia, 
CZ, 12-6) 
. John Savitski (U.S., FMF Honda, 
11-10) 
10. Gerard Rond (Netherlands, 
Yamaha, 1-24) 





In a word, the weather was miser-: 


able. Practice on Saturday was 
"merely" hot. Very hot. Shortly after 
Saturday practice concluded, the bot- 
tom fell out of a dark overcast and it 
rained buckets, for about an hour. Just 
about long enough to get everything 
good and wet and raise the humidity to 
about 90 percent. 

It rained again during the night, so 
Sunday morning was a real steamer. 
The track was muddy, the pits were 
grassy and wet, the road into the race 
track was muddy, clouds were threaten- 
ing and it was still hot. 

Several ingredients there to keep 
people at home in front of their TV sets, 
but just before the start of the day's 
racing, gate activity picked up some- 
what, helping ease the strain on Mid- 
Ohio promoter Pete Weidner. 

American riders were certainly in 
evidence, and they did us proud. Due 
to a conflict in dates with the opening 
race of the 500cc National Series, 
several name riders (like Hannah, 
Smith and Glover) were absent from the 
125cc race, but a few factory riders and 
a whole group of privateer and semi- 
privateer riders got the job done. 

Danny LaPorte, Suzuki's bright hope 
for an American performance, failed to 
rise to the occasion, as several falls in 
the slippery Ohio mud put him out of 
the top running. Putting in the best per- 
formance for the Stars ‘N’ Stripes was 
Moto-X Fox-sponsored Pat Richter, who 


. Gaston Rahier (Belgium, Suzuki, 3-1) 


1 
2 
3 
4 
5. Gary Ogden (U.S., FMF Suzuki, 6-7) 
6 
6 
8 
9 


put together a fifth and a third place 
finish for third overall. Next best 
American was Gary Ogden, on a 
Flying Machine Factory Suzuki, in 
fifth overall. 

Gerard Rond took over the lead of the 
first moto from Russian Khoudjakov 
when the Soviet rider stuck his ultra- 
trick CZ in the Mid-Ohio mud, face first. 
Once in front, Rond knew that his only 
chance at taking the World Cham- 
pionship away from Rahier depended on 
his winning, so he maintained the lead, 
taking the win from a rapidly closing 
Koji Masuda. Rahier, as previously 
stated, was third. Fourth went to 
Belgian Yamaha rider Andre Massant, 
who looks like anything but a world 
class 125cc rider, as he’s over six feet 
tall. Richter was first American in the 
moto, at fifth. 

In the second moto, Rond appeared 
to be determined to wrest the World 
Championship from Rahier, as he got 
into the lead shortly after the start and 
looked to be going for it. 

Just past halfway through the moto, 
however, the Dutch Yamaha rider 
started experiencing mechanical prob- 
lems and Rahier began reeling him in. 
It only took a few laps, and it was 
evident that something was wrong, as 
Rahier hadn't been able to close the gap 
all day. Now, though, the lead went to 
the Suzuki rider, who went on to win by 
a rather substantial margin over his 
teammate, Masuda. 
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Richter put on a super ride to take 
third in the second moto after a near 
race-long dice with Gary Ogden and the 
Russian, Khoudjakov. Ogden fell 
during the last few laps, letting a couple 
of riders past, to finish seventh. Getting 
ahead were Frank Stacy (Moto-X Fox 
Suzuki) and Czech rider Zdenek Velky 
(works CZ). 

Due to his sixth place finish in the 
first moto, Ogden nailed down fifth 
overall, though, behind Richter and 
Khoudjakov. 

Richter, though, was the pleasant 
surprise of the day. He overcame a 
couple of handicaps to take third over- 
all. Mainly, Richter had to ride most of 
one moto with an eye full of mud kicked 
up by a lapped rider. That glop of mud 
accounted for one near-serious crash, 
and a couple of near misses. Then too, 
he had to battle with Khoudjakov and 
Ogden for positions all day. 

Everyone appeared content with the 
Valvoline 125cc United States Grand 
Prix. The riders were glad to see the 
end of the racing so that they could get 
out of the heat and humidity. The 
spectators were treated to some very 
fine racing, but were nevertheless glad 
to see evening approach. Journalists 
had a good story to report and pro- 
moter Pete Weidner was still a VIP 
in the city of Mansfield, Ohio, with the 
completion of another world caliber 


race. PS 
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A stroll through the pits at the 
Valvoline 125cc United States 


: KI CK Grand Prix 
Without even attempting to do a 
highly technical article on state-of-the- 
art technology in the hotly contested 
125cc World Championship series, we 


13 thought we would show you what the 
trickest of the works bikes look like. 

So, presented on these pages are four 
representative examples of that highly 
developed state-of-the-art 125cc 
motocross technology. 

Pictured are Gaston Rahier's World 
Championship winning Suzuki; Gerard 
Rond's runner-up Yamaha; the ultra- 
trick CZ of Soviet rider Yury Khoud- 
jakov, and the factory Honda of 
American Warren Reid. gj 











d 





Rahier’s works Suzuki is remarkably 
close to standard RM-125 production 
models. Kayaba suspension front and 
rear, wilder engine and much-modified 
seat (to fit Rahier’s diminutive size) are 
the main points of interest. Remote 
reservoirs for the shocks are located on 
frame just in front of side number plates. 





The works CZ entries, as ridden by 
Soviet riders Khoudjakov and Rulev, as 
well as Czechs Velky and Churavy, were 
really trick. Shocks are Corte-Crosse 
gas units. Carburetion is by Mikuni. 
Engine puts out lots of horsepower, 
especially tor a 125. Bikes are light and 
handle extremely well. Don’t count too 
much on seeing a production bike that’s 
anything like this. At least in the 

near future. 
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The Yamaha team of Gerard Rond/ ۳ 3 
Andre Massant brought some trick P 
little bikes to Mid-Ohio. Note water 
cooled engine, trick swingarm assem- 
bly, very long travel forks. Also note 
inset photo of hydraulic chain tensioner 
on these bikes. Could this be a produc- 
tion item next year? 


e UA : 2 eur : 
Warren Reid's works Honda was one of 
the best looking bikes in the Mid-Ohio 
pits. John Rosenthiel built the bike 
(primarily). Note Moto-X Fox shocks, 
extreme long travel forks, ‘‘trick’’ 

tank and engine that doesn't even look 
like a stock Elsinore. Honda hasn't 
said for sure, but they have admitted to 
having a few tricks up their sleeve, 
when they introduce their full '78 
model range. 
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THE 
JAPANESE 
125 
ROSS 


Suzuki RM125B 


In the last few months, we at Pop Cycle have had the chance 
to test three top Japanese-built 125cc motocross machines: the 
Yamaha YZ125D, Suzuki RM125B and the Honda CR125M. 
These three models represent the very latest production efforts 
from the three major manufacturers. 

Of course, full-blown tests on each bike have appeared in the 
pages of Popular Cycling. But for this special 125cc motocross 
issue, we thought it might be helpful to take a look back at these 
bikes and do a sort of mental comparison. 

Amongst them, the Yamaha, Suzuki and Honda mx'ers 
account for the bulk of race entries in 125cc motos around the 
country. Usually, there are more of one or the other than of 
everything else put together. Other bikes, notably the European 
entries in the class, are usually overshadowed on the starting line 
by the YZ, RM and CR bikes. 

The question posed in the headline of this article is a good one: 
ARE Japanese bikes better? Or are they just more popular? 

Let's take a look... 

First of all, if you're in the market for a new 125cc racer, we 
think you'll find the answer to your search on these pages. We 
liked the Japanese bikes over any European machines we've 
ridden. That, of course, is subject to change, if and when the 
"Yurpeens" come out with new models and improvements. But 
at present, one of the three Japanese bikes is your best bet. 

That sort of answers one of the questions. In our opinion, yes, 
the Japanese bikes are better, for a wide variety of reasons (which 
we'll get into later). 

At the same time, the Japanese machines are also a lot more 
popular. This is for the same reason why Honda street bikes are 
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more popular than Triumphs or Ducatis. Some would argue that 
those more exotic “breeds” are “better” than any Honda street 
bike. If so, why do you see so many Hondas? 

It's the old supermarket approach. If you haven't already, 
make the rounds of the bike dealers in your town. Bet you that 
the Husky, Bultaco, Can-Am or Maico dealer was either a little 
bitty shop somewhere off the main drag or the bikes take up one 
small corner of a big shop, which makes most of its money selling 
Hondas, Suzukis or Yamahas. 

On the other hand, you probably saw a lineup of RM, YZ and 
CR models on the floor of the appropriate dealership. You just 
can't beat the saturation approach to sales, especially since 
you're often selling to people who have to carefully consider 
exactly how they spend their recreation dollar. Such consumers 
are pleased, satisfied and comforted by row after row of brand- 
new shiny bikes and shelf after shelf of parts for when (if) they 
do break something. 

Bigger shops usually can afford wider, more elaborate displays 
of accessory items as well, and that's a big plus when the buying 
public strolls through the door. 

Those are reasons why the Japanese bikes are more popular. 


The best? Or just the most popular? 





It’s also a domino principle: A few guys buy these bikes, show 
up at the local track, outnumber the European entries two-to- 
one, win, and the next week, there are even more Japanese bikes 
on the starting line. That’s the way it happens, folks. 

But as we said, we personally think that the Japanese bikes are 
a better buy than most of the European competitors. Apparently 
a lot of other people do too, because you should see the latest 
comparative sales figures. 


Yamaha YZ125D 


That’s enough of the generalities, though; let’s get down to the 
specifics of the Yamaha YZ125D, Suzuki RM125B and Honda 
CR125M. 

To begin, all three of the bikes have a fairly lengthy develop- 
ment background. The Honda is a fourth generation machine 
and has won a couple of 125cc National Championship titles in 
the hands of Marty Smith. The CR, more commonly referred to 
as the Elsinore, started life as the silver-tank, black-frame ver- 
sion that was largely responsible for getting the boom in 125cc 
racers off the ground. It was just about the first time that 
“Johnny Everybody” could go down his local dealership (after 
all, doesn't every town have a Honda dealer?) and buy a "'race- 
ready" motorcycle. 

The Suzuki's history starts out with the old TM models, which 
were far from the present RM, but nevertheless a capable race 
machine, right off the dealer's floor. Suzuki has had one of the 
most active race/development programs, and it's easy to see the 
direct link between the RM125B (latest of the breed) and the 
machines that the team riders have ridden in previous seasons. 

Yamaha, of course, has been years in development of their 
125cc racer. They've had a machine that they've called a racer 
for some time, but only in the last couple of seasons has that 
statement been 100-percent accurate. Works 125cc racers have 
won the 125cc National Championship two years in a row, and 
much of that winning technology has been poured straight into 
the latest YZ production racer. 

The prime area of development on all three bikes has been the 
suspension. The engines have undergone only relatively minor 
changes and improvements, but the suspensions have really 


progressed. Honda has forward-mounted gas-charged shocks of 
their own manufacture, Suzuki uses Kayaba remote reservoir gas 
units and Yamaha has improved their patented monoshock 
system until nearly all the bugs are gone from it. 

On the front, the Honda uses fairly long-travel oil/spring 
forks. They give 7.9 inches of travel, which is plenty, but our test 
article was critical of the Honda forks. We felt that they were too 
fast-acting—that compression and rebound was too quick, at 





Honda CR125M 


least for our liking. 

One of the most pleasant improvements on the newest Suzuki 
was the addition of air forks, which we simply loved. They're 
primarily air units, but have light springs to handle the first bit 
of compression. They're great forks. ` 

The Yamaha also uses air forks, and they're a lot like those on 
the Suzuki. Last year, Yamaha tried air forks with a big accu- 
mulator on the top, and we were really glad to see them get away 
from those cumbersome, hard to "tune" things. Those early 
Yamaha air forks really turned us off, but we've come to ap- 
preciate the "new-style" units on both the YZ and RM racers. 

In the chassis department, Honda has stuck with what they've 
had, with the shocks moved a little more forward on the swing 
arm. Yamaha and Suzuki, though, have done some significant 
changes. Yamaha has gone to a new DeCarbon-type single shock 
for the monoshock and they reworked the frame somewhat. The 
chassis works harmoniously with the front and rear suspension to 
make the Yamaha handle very well. Heretofore, the Yamaha had 
a tendency not to like going around tight corners. À great berm 
buster, but the slow, tight corners were a real handful. 

Now, the YZ will take on any type of turn. 

The Suzuki now has a lighter frame made of chrome-moly 
steel. Geometry is changed a little to work better with the long 
travel air forks and the equally long-travel, very forward- 
mounted, laid-down, remote-reservoir Kayaba shocks. (Boy, 
that's a long description of a pair of shock absorbers!) Wheel- 
base is an inch longer than last year's RM, and we can assure 
you, the RM125B handles good. 

Of the three bikes, we felt that the Suzuki was probably the 
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easiest to ride fast. They've gone to a “square” configuration 
(54 x 54mm bore & stroke) which gives a very good powerband. 
The power combines with perfect gearbox ratios to make a 125cc 
racer that's very easy to keep on the pipe and hustling down 
the track. 

The Yamaha wasn't far off, and we don't want to imply that 
the Suzuki is far superior. The YZ powerband was narrower than 
the Suzook and we had a hard time shifting the Yamaha under 
wide open throttle. Those two factors combined to knock the 
Yamaha just a little bit under the Suzuki in the gearbox/power 
department. 

The Honda, we have to report, wasn't even in the same ball- 
park as the other two machines. It's pipey, has the narrowest 
powerband and the gear ratios were spaced just so inconveniently 
that we several times found ourselves in a situation where there 
was simply no usable power available. Took even more gear 
shifting and clutch feathering than a normal brisk ride on a 
125cc bike. 

All three of the bikes put out just over 21 horsepower, with 
peak rev point different for all three. The Suzuki has the lowest 
"boiling point" at an even 10,000 rpm. The Yamaha is in the 
middle at 10,500 and the Honda peaks out at 11,000. 

The only thing that's changed over the years on the Honda CR 
engine is the basic cylinder porting specifications, to get the 
horsepower on up there. One good thing about the tried and 
proven Honda engine, though, it's for sure that all the bugs are 
long since worked out. Also, over the years, there have been more 
aftermarket hop-up goodies for the Elsinore engine than for the 
other two. Unfortunately, perhaps, the Honda needs such speed 
equipment more than the other two. 

Yamaha's engine uses reed valve induction, as does the 
Suzuki. All three engines actually displace 123cc, but the Suzuki 
is different (as we told you) in that it has a “square” configura- 
tion of 54x 54mm bore and stroke. The Yamaha and Honda 
engines are both 56x 50mm. 

Back to the suspension and handling department for a while... 

The consensus of opinion around our place was that the 
Yamaha got the nod in the front fork department. The Suzuki 
was a very close third and the Honda was in right field, primarily 
because there just wasn't as much suspension to work with. And 
as we mentioned, we liked the easily adjustable air forks on the 
Yamaha and Suzuki. The Yamaha had excellent dampening 
traits and we seldom found ourselves at the end of travel. These 
things are really long travel. 

The Suzuki forks ran a very, very close second, primarily 
because of the excellent spring action at the beginning of com- 
pression and on little bumps. The forks were a little bit stiff in 
that first three inches or so, but we liked it that way. Admittedly, 
though, the Yamaha forks were better over mildly rough stuff on 
straightaways. And as we mentioned, the Honda oil/spring forks 
were too quick and choppy. Tended to make the front wheel 
bounce along. 

We were very nearly tossed up on the rear suspensions, al- 
though it was once again the Suzuki and Yamaha. In fact, we 
were divided. Part of the staff liked the Yamaha monoshock and 
and part liked the Suzuki Kayabas. Guess we'll have to put it this 
way: Both suspensions are excellent. Take your choice. 

The Honda shocks are mounted nearly vertically and they just 
aren't as modern a unit as the Suzuki remote reservoirs. In this 
department again, the Honda takes a third place behind the 
other two machines. 

IN SUMMATION... 

Okay, now, want a summary of the whole thing? You've got it. 

It's a toss-up between the Yamaha YZ125D and Suzuki 
RM125B. The “tie-breaker” probably goes to the Suzuki, 
primarily because of the more pleasant powerband/gearbox/ 
shifting characteristics. We sincerely liked both: bikes and 
wouldn't hesitate to lay out cold cash for either one, were we 
shopping for a 125cc motocross machine. 

It'd have to come down to which dealer you prefer and which 
one might promise to give you a break on accessory items or 
parts, when you start winning races. Cost-wise, the Suzuki is the 
most expensive at $1025. Next comes the Yamaha YZ at $998 
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We felt that the Suzuki RM had the 
best all around engine/gearbox/power 
traits. That's the biggest reason why 
the Suzuki got the nod as the best 

of the three. 





Honda CR Elsinore engine is virtually 
unchanged since its inception several 
years ago. That's not a bad thing, 
though, for there are no bugs in this 
engine and there are probably more 
aftermarket goodies available for this 
bike than the other two. 


Sud 


Yamaha has built a strong motor for the 
D model YZ, but it was just edged out 
by the wonderful Suzuki 
engine/gearbox combo. 




















SUZUKI 
RM-125B 


TECHNICAL SPECIFICATIONS 


ENGINE 


Engine type 

Bore and stroke, mm 
Displacement, cc 
Horsepower/rpm (claimed) 
Torque/rpm (claimed) 
Compression ratio 

Air filtration 

Carburetion 

Lubrication 

Ignition 


pre-mix (20:1) 
Suzuki CDI 


DRIVE TRAIN 


Transmission 
Clutch type 
Primary drive 
Final drive 


wet, multi-plate 
#520 chain 
CHASSIS 


Chassis single downtube 
Overall length, in. sackets Seek 81.7 
Ground clearance, in. ............... 10.4 
Wheelbase, in. 

Weight as tested, Ibs. 

Tires, front 


Max. 
Pts. NUMERICAL EVALUATION 


Powerband 
Acceleration 
Transmission 

(5) Ratios 

(5) Operation 
Suspension 

(5) Front 

(5) Rear 


Brakes 

(5) Front 

(5) Rear 
General Handling 


Miscellanea 
(5) Starting 
(5) Rider comfort 
(5) Quality of craftsmanship 
(5) Riding maneuverability 
(5) Tires 
(5) Noise level 


100 pts. Overall Rating 94 pts. 
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YAMAHA 
YZ125D 





TECHNICAL SPECIFICATIONS 






ENGINE 










sss iarsa s srs 2-stroke, single‏ ی 
Bore and stroke, mm ............. 56x50‏ 
Displacement, CG csser sotta? women = 123‏ 
Horsepower/rpm (claimed) ..... 18/11,000‏ 
Compression WANG aa eos esc as e 7.8:1‏ 
xame oiled foam‏ هو Aimtiltration een crease‏ 
Carburetion ..... 32mm Mikuni (reed valve)‏ 
Lubrication ...... pre-mix (32:1 Yamalube)‏ 
(ANINO we amia fea eye aê RA tmc‏ 












DRIVE TRAIN 







WORST Sars ccc 

ClutehityDpa srs: wet, multi-plate 
۱۳۲۳۱۲۵۲۵۱۵۵۲۱۷۹ eoa SC KA acia cce gear 
Final diVe. «2555.8 هس و و‎ ag chain #520 










CHASSIS 






Chassis type ......... Monoshock, double 













downtube 

Overall length, in. ................0. 81.7 
Seathelghit, M roe رفس‎ ae a sa 35.4 
۳۵۵ BEIGE IM: sede. cea ها شوه‎ s tutes 14 
Ground clearance, in. ............... 11.3 
۱۸/۹ aeaa am 55.1 
Weight as tested, Ibs. ............... 195 
FR/RR wt. bias, Ibs. .......... 5696/4496 
Tires, reat sos Bridgestone 3.00 x 21 
229i adu INS IRC 4.10 x 18 







NUMERICAL EVALUATION 





Max. 
Pts. 


10 


10 
10 







ROWSE o acia EXEC مه‎ 





Powerband tse itis dees 






Acceleration aa ks x sra a eis sé ted 






Transmission 
(BJ ۱۳۵۲۲۵6 anes ata aqas e wen ee 5 
۱5۱ Operation nrto اه مگ سس وس‎ 5 

10 Suspension 

人 










Brakes 
۲۳۱۱۳۲۵۵ ann pou samen ee ea 5 
SI REST e a e a OTT 5 












10. :General/Handling, «222mm 4 

30 Miscelianea 
(ST SONI «vus zeugiseR es TE eiiis 4 
(5) Ridercomfori «eese n e 1s 5 
(5) Quality of craftsmanship ....... 4 
(5) Riding maneuverability ........ 5 
۱9 TES ses Sea ea a e ê 2 4 
(5) Noise level. 1... ssa ae eee 4 






100 pts. Overall Rating 





93 pts. 












HONDA 
CR125M 






TECHNICAL SPECIFICATIONS 


ENGINE 










Engine type ............... 2-stroke single 
Bore and strokeomm ............... 56x50 
DisplacemerntiCC o ss ici aaa 123 
Horsepower/rpm (claimed) .... 21at 11,000 
Torque/rpm (claimed) ...... 10.56 at 10,500 
Compression ratio.................. 7.5:1 
Ain filtration «ee sse sore Oiled foam 
Carburetion ................ 30mm Keihin 
Lubrication «css iS 929523295 Pre-mix 
LGR OMe «ever e SRR av ERIS 













DRIVE TRAIN 





WPANSMISSION sar s oa ea a 
Glütchitype ۰ sse ss wet, multi-plate 
Primal yidflVB. Sems 








CHASSIS 





Chassis VBE osi vus tios Single downtube 
Overall length in s os vede WESS 73 81.3 
Seat Heights, «od teretes 35 
۳60۱۵۵۱0۱۱ 1 SS a mn RE 13.4 
Ground clearance, in................05 8.9 









۱۷۷۱۵۵۱۵۵5۵ lli. «neret acm 54. 

Weight as tested, lbs. ................ 195 

Mres frOTt «5 sa sensor ES 3.00x21 
OO Mte Nen rec a wes 4.10x18 









T Res Telescopic fork‏ ی 
s 6x3523 7.9 inches‏ روا وت و 2 « itaveli na‏ 
REINS COLNE RSE Swingarm‏ 

Re SS M AR 7.1 inches 











Max. 
Pts. 





NUMERICAL EVALUATION 





Acceleration: ytri ritot s cesa eux 






10 Transmission 







(b) Ratios)... case s42 54 dori aU 5 

(b) Operations. ss 5 
10 Suspension 

(b) Front ce 22a an vidus tu 4 






Ib) "Rear ۰ ode oed reper oe 
Brakes 












(Bi Front.» «ram e eet ER ER Reel teat 5 
(B) RGAE kine. 2s. ccna Gunma 5 
10 General Handling................. 9 
30 Miscellanea 
(5b) هد هه‎ neeer erie 5 
(5) Rider comfort ............... 5 
(5) Quality of craftsmanship ...... 4 
(5) Riding maneuverability ....... 5 
(5) 下 res 5 






(5Y Noiselevol ree roaren LS 







100 pts. Overall Rating 





and third the Honda, at a bargain $896. 

The Suzuki would be the ideal bike for the junior-to-inter- 
mediate rider, because (again) of those power traits. The 
Yamaha would probably be a winner in the hands of an expert 
rider. The Honda would have to have some help from FMF or 
Moto-X Fox before it’d be a winner in either class. 

That’s it then. Talk to the local dealers and see which of them 
is the friendliest and give him your business. Our nod goes to the 
Suzuki RM, but by such a narrow margin over the Yamaha YZ 
that you could go either way and be satisfied. If you want to go 
with the all-red Honda CR, that’s all right too. Just don’t lose 
hope when you see yellow motorcycles in front of you. 

One thing about Honda we need to tell you. They’ve assured us 
that they have a couple of tricks up their 125cc motocross sleeve. 


By this time next year, the outcome of this type of article might 
be an entirely different story. We'll all wait and see. 

To repeat what we said in the very beginning of this article, we 
think that everybody should own a Japanese 125cc motocross 
bike. We don't wish to see the Bultaco, Husky, Montesa, Maico 
and other models go away, but we do think that the Japanese 
machines have more to offer for the same amount of money or less. 

Just to confuse things a little bit, and make us sound a little 
contradictory, why not read the test article on the new Husq- 
varna CR125 elsewhere in this issue. 

Make up your own mind, we've given you all the hints we're 
going to. 

Have fun out there, all you up and coming 125cc motocross 
racers! Z^ 





Honda had the most outdated rear 
suspension of the three, with nearly 
vertically mounted gas shocks. One of 
the first aftermarket items usually 
bought by Honda owners is an 
aluminum swing arm. 


Suzuki's remote reservoir Kayaba 
suspension was the best of the three, 
but only by a tiny margin. 


Half of the staff preferred the Yamaha 
monoshock suspension over the 
Suzook. One thing, it is about 95 
percent better than last year's YZ. 
DeCarbon shock makes the big 
difference. 
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Wrapping up the '77 AMA 125cc 
National Championship Series 


"Despite the outcome of the final race of _ 
the 125cc National Championship 
"series, Glover (left), LaPorte (middie) 
and Hannah were able to workupa — 

post-race smile and shake hands: 


Story & photos by Jim Gianatsis 
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Broc Glover guided his factory Yamaha 
across the line, the checkered flag 
dropped, and Broc became the new 
125cc National Champion at the final 
race of the Series in San Antonio, Texas. 
He had ridden well to take both of the 
day’s moto wins, but neither the day’s 
victory or that of the Championship were 
as clear-cut as Broc would have liked 
them. The reason was simple: the race 
win and the Championship had just been 
handed to Broc by teammate Bob 
Hannah. 

To understand what had transpired 
for Broc to win the National Champion- 
ship, we need to go back to Hangtown, 
California, some five months earlier, for 
the opening round of the six-race Series. 
It was at Hangtown that reigning 125cc 
National Champion Bob Hannah was 
expected to be picking up all the marbles 
again for Yamaha on his way to a second 
consecutive Championship. The reason- 
ing was simply that Bob was the fast- 
est motocrosser in America, especially in 
the 125cc class. 

Team Yamaha came to Hangtown 
with two new and yet untested OW 27 
works bikes for Bob and Broc. The bikes 
were fairly similar to what Bob had used 
to win the Championship in 1976, but 
the controversial watercooling system 
with  engine-driven waterpump was 
removed. The watercooled OW had 
proven too heavy to handle well on rough 
tracks, and the waterpump used up more 
horsepower than watercooling might 
save. Bob’s riding skill and not the bike’s 
seeming technical advantage had won 
Yamaha the Championship Jast year. 
The only major change to the new works 
bikes, other than removal of the water- 
cooling system, was the designing of a 
gas reservoir located inside the frame’s 
front downtube and attached to the rear 
monoshock unit. 

Neither the Yamaha riders nor 
mechanics had a chance to work with the 
new OW 27 bikes before Hangtown, and 
problems had to be expected. Bob was in 
second position early in both motos and 
was just about to take control of the lead 
in moto one when a broken exhaust 
silencer caused his bike to lose power and 
drop back to 17th place. Then a broken 
chain guide put Bob out of the second 
moto completely. Broc suffered mechan- 
ical problems as well in the first moto to 
finish way down in the pack, but he put 
on a good ride in the second moto for 
second spot. The day’s overall victory 
almost went to Pat Richter on the 
Moto-X Fox watercooled Suzuki who led 
most of the entire last moto, but a 
broken water fitting near the end of the 
race caused the bike to lose power, 
dropping Pat back to third spot and 
second overall for the day. Later in the 
series Pat would also switch to a non- 
watercooled bike because of the ease of a 
lighter bike on the rougher Eastern 
tracks. 








The photo that tells the whole story: 
Hannah’s tuner, Keith McCarty, holds 
up a “move over” sign with just three 
laps to go. Hannah followed orders, 
against his own wishes, thereby 
handing the National Championship 
to Broc Glover. 






The fact remains, Broc Glover is the 
new 125cc National Champion. Here, 
he and tuner Jim Felt show their 
pleasure at the title. 
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Emerging as the overall winner at 
Hangtown was factory rider Danny 
LaPorte on the Suzuki RA 125cc works 
bike fitted with a modified RM produc- 
tion engine. Danny’s wins in both motos 
came at the expense of Hannah, Glover 
and Richter, who all had bike problems. 
Hangtown would be the only race and 
motos of the Series which Danny would 
win. At the remaining five events he 
would use his smooth, consistent riding 
and the ultra-reliability of his Pat 
Alexander-tuned Suzuki to finish some- 
where in the Top Five each week to 
maintain his opening points lead in the 
Series. Danny knew his limits, because 
when he tried to race Hannah or Glover 
for the overall win, he would often find 
himself extending beyond his limits and 
crashing. 

Going into the final race at San An- 
tonio, Danny held the Series lead with 
200 points, but Hannah and Glover had 
been making up the deficit each week so 
that Broc held 190 points and Bob 183. 
In the four races between Hangtown and 
San Antonio, Bob won three and Broc 
the other. The race which Broc won was 
held at Rio Bravo Raceway in Houston, 
and his win there probably came at Bob’s 
expense. Because of bike problems Bob 
never got to run practice, leaving him 
unfamiliar with the course. On the 
opening lap of the first moto, Bob 
crashed when he took the wrong berm in 
a turn and by the time he got running 
again, he was half a lap behind. Bob 
eventually finished the day in fourth 
overall behind Broc, Moto-X Fox's Steve 
Wise, and Danny. It was clear, though, 
that Bob would win when he wasn't 
having bike problems. 

It was interesting to note, going into 
the final race at San Antonio, that given 
the AMA’s point system (25, 22, 20, 18, 
16, etc. per moto finish), and the order in 
which Bob, Broc and Danny should 
finish if nothing went wrong (1st, 2nd 
and 3rd respectively), Danny would win 
the Championship by just a few points 
over Bob and Broc. For both Bob and 
Broc to beat Danny, Danny couldn't 
finish higher than fifth overall. In order 
to help Bob and Broc's chances for 
pulling off the Championship, Yamaha 
team manager Ken Clark entered the 
entire Yamaha motocross team at San 
Antonio, which included Pierre Kars- 
makers, Rick Burgett and Mike Bell to 
try and keep Danny from scoring his 
needed high finish. Danny's only help 
would come from Suzuki Japanese 
Champ Koji Masuda, since other Suzuki 
teammates Jeff Jennings and Bill Grossi 
had been “retired” from the National 
circuit. As things would turn out, 
neither side would get any use out of 
their blockers. 

Moto-X Fox riders Wise and Richter 
pulled the holeshot for the opening moto 
at San Antonio, but were quickly 
penalized a lap for jumping the make- 
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shift starting gate. Within two laps Broc 
Glover had passed them both and was 
disappearing with the lead. Bob had 
gotten off around fifth spot and Danny a 
little further back in 10th. It took them 
both a little while to sort through the 
dust and other riders, but by the eighth 
lap Bob was in second place and trying to 
reel in Broc who had a good 20-second 
lead by then. Danny moved into third 
about the same time, but it was obvious 
he couldn’t match the pace of either Broc 
or Bob. He tried midway through the 
race but the result was a crash into the 
trackside trees, which cost him half a 
minute in restarting. Bob continued his 
charge and closed to within three seconds 
of Broc before fatigue and the Texas heat 
forced him to back down his pace. The 
moto ended with Broc taking the win 
ahead of Bob and Danny. Koji Masuda 
took fourth spot while the remainder of 
the Yamaha team suffered from crashes. 

By not finishing first in the opening 
moto Bob would have a very difficult 
time in pulling off the Championship, 
while Broc’s first place, of course, made 
his job easier. Bob was determined to 
prove he was the best rider and did so by 
clutching out the start of the final race 
and blasting away with the lead. Within 
a few laps the other positions shuffled 
into the expected order of Broc second, 
Danny third, with each rider spaced 
some 15-20 seconds apart from the other. 
It would have remained that way right 
down to the finish, only... 

In the mechanic’s signaling area, 
Yamaha’s Kenny Clark was adding up 
the points for the Championship. If Bob 

,took the moto win, giving him the win 
overall, Danny would still have enough 
points to take the Championship for 
himself and Suzuki. However, if Broc 
won the moto, he would take the day's 
overall win and tie Danny in points for 
the Championship. The title would then 
go to Broc and Yamaha because Broc 
had more total moto wins than Danny. 
Orders were issued and Bob's mechanic 
Keith McCarty hung out the signboard 
which read, "LET BROC BYE." Bob 
saw the message and began to obey it 
immediately, slowing down some five 
seconds a lap until Broc passed Bob on 
the last lap and went on ahead to win the 
moto. 

There wasn't much excitement or joy 
in victory circle after the race. Because 
the track's public address system was out 
of order, the spectators had no idea what 
had just taken place or who had won the 
National Championship. In addition, 
there was no official trophy presentation, 
leaving Broc and his mechanic Jim Felt 
standing there trying to avoid looking at 
Danny, who just had the Championship 
taken away from him. 

Bob Hannah had thrown his bike 
down and disappeared into the seclusion 
of the Yamaha van. He was deeply hurt 
and angry. By pulling over to let Broc 


50/POPULAR CYCLING 








win, Bob had cost his best friend Danny 
the Championship. In addition, Bob 
wanted to win the day's race for himself, 
especially if he couldn't repeat his 125cc 
National title, because his four wins and 
one fourth place in the five races of the 
Series he did finish, would have proven 
to everyone he still was the best 125cc 
rider in America. 

Danny was feeling hurt and disap- 
pointed as well, because if consistency in 
finishing every race is what winning a 
National Championship is all about, 
then he and Suzuki had certainly proven 
they had the top rider/bike combination. 
Danny had no hard feelings for Bob and 
Broc and what they had done to him, but 
the outcome of the Championship had 
been manipulated just like a fixed horse 
race. But in the same situation Suzuki 
would have required the same of Danny 
that Yamaha had asked of Bob and 
Broc. 

And Broc wasn't feeling too great 
either. He was finding it hard to justify 
the National Championship crown which 
had just been handed to him by Hannah. 
Broc Glover had won it, but Bob Hannah 
deserved it and Danny LaPorte had 
earned it. As for the Manufacturer's 
Trophy, did Suzuki deserve it for having 
a more reliable and well prepared bike in 
their RA 125, or was Yamaha's OW 27a 
more technically advanced and better 
performing winner? 

The question of which rider and which 
manufacturer won the 1977 AMA 125cc 
National Championship can only be 
answered by the individuals involved and 
what they feel is right. But because there 
are no clear-cut winners, perhaps there 
are also no clear-cut losers. و‎ 


FINAL POINT STANDINGS 


1977 AMA 125cc 
National Motocross Championship 


. Broc Glover 240 Yam 
. Danny LaPorte 240 Suz 
Bob Hannah 227 Yam 
. Warren Reid 169 Hon 
Steve Wise 158 Hon 
Mark Barnett 133 Suz 
Pat Richter 128 Suz 
. Gary Ogden 120 Suz 
. Chuck Sun 92 Hus 
. Jim Weinert 88 Kaw 
. Mike Guerra 73 Hus 
. Arlo England 70 Hus 
. Bill Joyce 68 Suz 
. Billy Grossi 54 Suz 
. John Savitski 48 Suz 
. Danny Turner 45 Hon 
. Peter Wanket 43 Yam 
. Jeff Jennings 42 Suz 
. Tony Wanket 40 Yam 
. Mike Jones 39 Suz 
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Honda’s only factory rider in the 
125cc series was 17-year-old 
Warren Reid, who ended up fourth 
in the final series standings. 











THE SERIES LEADERS 


Plymouth, California, 4-10-77 
Broc Glover DNF/2 moto finishes 


Comparing the riding styles of Bob Danny LaPorte 





Hannah and Broc Glover, you can easily i F 
determine which rider is the quickest. Bob Hannah DNF/17 

Hannah (No. 1) leans deeply into the 。 uer E 

berm for maximum cornering speed. Keithsburg, Illinois, 6-12-77 lt 

His left foot pre-loads the shifter while Glover 8/2 moto finishes 
his left hand slaps the clutch for ultra- LaPorte e 2 
quick shift. Glover (No. 17), misses the Hannah " 
berm completely, losing cornering 

speed and doesn't turn as ین‎ De Midland, Michigan, 6-19-77 

also is using two fingers on the clutc D 

for a slower (but more controlled) shift. Glover 5/1 moto finishes 


LaPorte E 4 
Hannah 


Houston, Texas, 6-26-77 


1/1 moto finishes 


n " 


"n 


Hannah 


St. Joseph, Missouri, 7-3-77 
3/2 moto finishes 


rr tr 


"n 


San Antonio, Texas, 8-14-77 
1/1 moto finishes 


tt 


Hannah 4 


Series winner Broc Glover had five wins, three 
seconds, a third, a fifth, an eighth, and a DNF. 
Danny LaPorte had two wins, a second, two thirds 
and six fourths. Bob Hannah ended the series with 
five wins, three seconds, two fifths, a DNF and a 
17th place finish. 





Tae TR 


¢ . Kawasaki’s Jim Weinert did extremely 
J, well in the few races he entered onthe 3 
gm ultra-trick works Kawasaki KX125. 
Weinert injured himself practicing and : 
had to drop out of the series. Here, he 7: 
& holds off Pat Richter and Warren Reid =“ 
! at Rio Bravo. x 
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A blue one forthe middle-sized set 
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Seems like every time we sit down to 
write a test article on a new enduro 
machine, we find ourselves stating that 
the bike is better than just about anything 
we've tested previously. 

Now you might be accusing us of 
getting carried away with the extravagant 
statements, and even with dispensing 
them too liberally to every motorcycle we 
test, but really, enduro bikes ARE getting 
better and better. Make by make, year by 
year, model by model. So that first 
paragraph isn't a completely inaccurate 
statement. So goes evolution. 

Everybody is pretty much aware that 
Yamaha had a strong hand in getting the 
common, ordinary everyday enthusiast 
interested in off-road riding with the 
introduction of their DT-1 dual-purpose 
machine way back in 1968. Most 
everybody is aware that Yamaha has 
continued progress, development and 
evolution going on that first model and in 
so doing, has kept a good hold on the 
off-road segment of the overall motor- 
cycle market. 

Most people (at least the ones who care 
about such things) also know that last 
year, Yamaha got really interested in the 
serious off-road market (which is 
considerably smaller than the general 
off-road segment) and introduced the IT 
series of serious enduro bikes. 

First came the IT400, followed at just 
the right moment by identical-looking 
175 and 250cc versions. 

The ITs are based on the incredibly 
successful YZ motocross bikes. They 
come with monoshock suspension and 
engine units that are closer in every 
respect to the YZ than the latest 
generation DT model. 

When the IT range (of three models) 
was announced, the bikes were bally- 
hooed as motocrossers with lights, 
wide-ratio gearboxes and spark arrestors/ 
silencers. Now that's basically a pretty fair 
description when you get right down to it, 
but now the bikes stand completely on 
their own, in their own specialized 
category. There are a number of people 
around, no doubt, who think ofa Yamaha 
YZ motocrosser as an IT without the 
lights, wide ratios, etc. 

Because of the evolution of the type of 
bike and the growing interest in 
enduro/trail riding, the category of 
"Serious Enduro" motorcycle is getting 
quite large and at every new model 
presentation, the “serious enduro" bikes 
get just as much attention as the moto- 
crossers. 

The IT Yamahas compete head to head 
with Bultaco’s Frontera, the KTM/ 
Penton, Husqvarna’s WR, Can-Am’s 
Qualifier and a few lesser known makes 
such as Hercules, Jawa, Carabela and 
Ossa. Those are the non-Japanese rivals. 
From the “Land of the Rising Sun,” the 
IT has to combat the Suzuki PE-250 and 
Honda’s MR175 and 250. Also from 
Japan is the Hodaka, but that brand 


really shouldn’t be considered as competi- 
tion for the IT. 

Right from the start, we’ll tell you that 
we think that the Yamaha ITs are the best 
Japanese built enduro bikes available. 
That’s not to say that they always will be. 
Nor do we expect everybody to agree with 
us. In fact, there are three guys on Suzuki 
PE-250 models who are going to the ISDT 
that would probably disagree strongly. 

Yamaha put a lot of thought and 
research into the ITs. But even better, the 
factory listened very closely to the data 
provided by the first Yamaha ISDT 
contestants, who rode modified YZ 
motocross bikes. 

In an uncharacteristic move for a 
Japanese factory, Yamaha stuck really 
close to the bikes developed by those 
riders. Probably because the bikes were 
slated primarily for the American market, 
the factory listened with attention to its 
American distribution needs. 

By the next year's ISDT, the first IT400 
models were around for the works riders. 
Their performance: Gold Medals. 

This year, Yamaha has come a long way 
with both the IT series and their ISDT 
team. They have a full complement of 
riders, on the IT400 and 250 bikes. In 
fact, Yamaha is fielding the Silver Vase 
Team, to go after the second most 
important award in the ISDT. Riders will 
be Chris Carter and John Fero on the 
40066 bikes, with Larry Thompson and 
rookie Mark Deyo entered in the 250cc 
class. 

It's a powerful, talented team of riders 
and we expect several Gold Medals from 
the Yamaha effort in Czechoslovakia. 
Their performance should do a lot to 
make the rest of the world very conscious 
of both American riders and the 
American-inspired Yamaha IT motor- 
cycles. 


BUTWE'RETALKING ABOUT... 


By now, you're probably wondering 
what this is all about. Why are we writing 
all: this? 

Well, what we've done is tested a 
Yamaha IT250. We felt compelled to tell 
you about it, and we wanted to give you a 
little background first. 

Now that you've got the background, 
let us tell you about the IT250 “serious 
enduro" motorcycle from Yamaha. 

First off, we'll tell you that we had a 
chance to take a close look at the Yamaha 
ISDT team bikes just before they were 
crated up for shipment to Czechoslova- 
kia, and there are surprisingly few 
differences between them and the 
box-stocker that we put a couple hundred 
hard off-road miles on. 

The ISDT team bikes are basically 
Stock, with the majority of changes 
designed to speed things up. Little things 
like the rear wheel axle fasteners are 
slightly modified to make changing the 
wheel easier and faster. Different seats 
are used, because a seat gets a lot of use in 





The IT250 looks just like its bigger mou WY 

brother the IT400 and its little counter- T 1 x ” * 
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six days of hard, hard riding. On the team 
bikes, front air forks from the latest YZ 
motocrosser are used. But other than 
that, those are stock motorcycles. 

Oh wait, there is one little thing. The 
ISDT machines have a six-speed gearbox 
(stocker has five). The 6-speeder will 
almost definitely be a stock item on next 
year’s IT models. 

The only other visible difference in 
their bike and ours is that the team bikes 
are fitted with the accessory centerstand, 
instead of the side stand we had to use. 

Yamaha fits the side stand on the bike 
as it comes from the factory, with the 
assumption that the vast majority of 
riders prefer that, and have little use for 
the centerstand. You can buy the easily 
bolted on centerstand from the same 
dealer who sells you the motorcycle in the 
first place. 

ISDT riders need the centerstand, to 
facilitate tire changes, air filter changes, 
and so on. In the ISDT, virtually 
everything revolves around quick pit/im- 
pound area work. That’s the big 
difference between finishers and 
also-rans. 

As we said in the "prelude," the IT 
models are based closely on the YZ moto- 
crossers. That obviously holds true for the 
IT250. The engine is almost exactly the 
same, with slightly less radical porting 
and a wide-ratio five-speed gearbox. The 
exhaust system is different, of course, to 
provide a U.S. Forestry Service-approved 
spark arrestor. The exhaust is still too 
noisy for many people's taste, but it 
doesn't have the sharp crackle of the 
motocrosser. 

Yamaha does provide a little bag of 
goodies which, installed, cut way down on 
noise output. The problem is that the kit 
also cuts way down on power putput. In 
fact, if you made a list of the things you 
could do to an engine to cut down power, 
most of the items in this kit would have to 
be included. We'll tell you more about 
that silencing kit in a minute. 

The chassis is identical to the YZ250D, 
with the minor exception of a few brackets 
welded here and there. 

Suspension is not unlike the YZ, as 
well. On the rear is the new-type 
DeCarbon system, which is more easily 
adjustable and easier all around to work 
with than the old monoshock system. 
Also, the DeCarbon single shock doesn't 
have the big accumulator on the lower 
end, so the IT can now use a large, easy- 
to-get-at air filter, instead of the 
cumbersome dual item of last year. 

On the front are leading axle forks very 
similar tolast year's IT400. They give just 
over eight inches of travel, which is plenty 
for anything short of Grand Prix 
motocross. 

The overall relationship between the 
front and rear suspension and the chassis 
provides an all-new handling profile from 
previous monoshock models. The older 
versions were great in the SoCal desert, 
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This is the special silencing kit for the Headlight is obviously not street legal, 
IT. Even the owner's manual concedes but should meet anybody's enduro 
that “performance will be substan- rules. For all its inaccuracy, speedo 


tially decreased." is easily read. 





Well-mounted silencer is Forestry 
Service-approved spark arrester. Fender 
is plastic, vinyl tool bag is well- 
mounted and sturdy. 





Both the shift lever and brake lever are 
folding design. Shifting is very smooth. 
Skid plate (barely visible) really takes a 
pounding but lasts very well and 
thoroughly protects engine from harm. 


with miles of flat out high speeds across 
nearly flat terrain. Riders in other parts of 
the country, though, where there are 
trees, rocks and, other things to slow you 
down, wanted a bike that turned better 
and quicker than the initial ITs. 

As the Toyota commercial goes, “You 
asked for it, etc." (We'll borrow the 
jingle.) The new IT250 DOES handle, 
and very well. The healthy traits of mono- 
shock suspension are improved slightly, 
and a lot of the critical points are now 
eliminated. This bike turns well, turns 
fast and handles well in virtually every 
situation. The one spot where we didn't 
like the bike was in rocky, stepped uphills. 
We felt that the rear end had a strong 
tendency to buck on us. Caused a couple 
of get-offs, but nothing serious. We do 
think that's one area in which the mono- 
shock suspension is somewhat less than 
perfect. 

On the negative side of handling is the 
extremely heavy feel of the front end. The 
engine appears to be moved farther 
forward in the frame and that coupled 
with the weight of the forks, light, speedo- 
meter, etc., makes for a very heavy front. 
It takes a really strong effort to loft the 
front wheel in anything but the first 
couple of gears. 

When we first took the IT into the 
desert and rode our favorite 23-mile loop, 
we got into trouble a couple of times 
because we weren't able to get the front 
end high enough to completely clear a 
nasty. But the forks must work pretty 
doggone well, because we never did crash. 
Came so close that the intrepid test rider 
leaped off to keep from going over the 
handlebars once, but other than that... 

Another thing is the low ground 
clearance (9.4 inches) and the extremely 
low footpeg position. In the rocks (we 
found some big ones!) we scraped, 
banged, dragged and pounded the 
aluminum skidplate—it held up fine, 
though, and it took good care of the 
engine underside. Those footpegs though, 
really should be relocated. The ISDT 
team bikes use pegs from the YZ250D, 
which are 3/4 of an inch higher. That little 
difference makes a big improvement, 
according to the team riders. We bruised 
our little toesies a few times in those rocks, 
because there just wasn’t enough footpeg 
height. 

Mike Hannon, who rode a Bultaco 
Frontera in last year’s ISDT and this 
year’s Two Days Trial series, rode our test 
IT250 for a spin around Saddleback Park 
and he immediately made the comment 
about the pegs. Now Hannon is 6'4" tall, 
so he’s pretty critical about footpegs. We 
were pretty surprised when he said that 
they should be raised a lot. Hannon 
thought that a couple of inches more 
height would have just about done it. 

Another fairly negative aspect of the 
IT250 is that aforementioned special 
silencing kit. We feel that Yamaha should 
launch a strong effort to make their bikes 
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sufficiently quiet without having to 
produce such an accessory kit. If the 
components are completely necessary to 
quiet down the bike, then they should 
put it on at the factory and then make 
their excuses for the resulting horsepower 
loss. We'd prefer that to their providing 
the bike one way then handing you a bag 
of goodies that have to be used to make 
the bike truly quiet. 

The kit consists of a bunch of rubber 
strips which are to be wedged between the 
cylinder fins, a cylinder head gasket (to 
lower compression), choke plate (which 
goes between carb and reed valve to 
inhibit induction), choke pipe (between 
exhaust port and header pipe to restrict 
exhaust flow) and a new silencer cap for 
the end of the exhaust pipe (with a much 
smaller hole, again to restrict the exhaust 
output). Instructions for the silencing kit 
(required to make the IT meet California 
green sticker requirements) are in the 
owner’s manual, as is a notation that 
“performance will be substantially 
decreased." The kit doesn’t require any 
re-tuning. 

The IT250 isn't as fast as some of the 
other bikes in its class, namely the 
Bultaco, KTM/Penton, Montesa or Ossa. 
It's pretty even between the IT, the 
PE-250 and Honda MR. 

While we felt the bike could use more 
top end speed, we had little complaint 
with the overall power characteristic or 
range. There is more than enough torque 
for “through the rocks and over the logs” 
riding and enough instant acceleration to 
get you out of a bind. There is adequate 
top end power, especially for parts of the 
country other than the SoCal desert. 

Spacing of the wide ratio gearbox is 
nearly perfect. First is nearly like a trials 
bike, second is good and so on. The engine 
develops enough power throughout the 
range that we rode lap after lap around 
the Indian Dunes Shadow Glen moto- 
cross course without ever shifting gears. 

Justas an experiment, you understand, 
but we stuck that IT in third gear and just 
rode. We weren't turning lap times all 
that bad, either. Just roll the throttle on 
for the straights and off to ooze around 
the corners. Simple as that. 

That was the first time we rode the bike. 
As soon as we took it to the desert (where it 
belongs a lot more than on a motocross 
course), we soon came to appreciate those 
wide power attributes. Such things as 
loose, rocky uphills are a dream on the IT. 
Except when you throw in a step or two. 
Then those negative attributes of the 
monoshock suspension system rear up 
and the ride becomes somewhat less 
pleasant all of a sudden. But on “normal” 
uphills, the bike is just great. 

Over the rough stuff, the IT250 is 
simply great. We already mentioned the 
too-heavy front end, but you just have to 
work around that and keep going. Power, 
rear suspension and chassis all work 
together splendidly. 


POPULAR CYCLING/55 





Lest we sound too negative about the 
IT250, let's now tell you about a whole 
slew of plus factors. First of all is the 
general appearance of the motorcycle. It’s 
a really nice blue (tank, fenders, side 
panels). Taillight is a sano little unit, as is 
the non-street-legal headlight. Front 
fender is a wide valance type that will do a 
nice job of keeping the grimy stuff off your 
pearly whites. Bolted to the rear fender 
just behind the seat is a black vinyl tool 
kit, which appears to be pretty sturdy 
(meaning we didn’t destroy it). It’ll hold 
the small tool kit which comes with the 
bike, plus the extra bits and pieces that 
the average enduro or two days rider will 
carry (spare cable, Flatproof, master link, 
sparkplug, etc.). 

That big blue gas tank (3.2 gallon 
capacity) is nearly indestructible plastic, 
which is more than we can say for the 
decals. Apparently decal technology is 
lagging far behind everything else, 
because we haven’t seen a sticker yet 
that’s held well to a plastic tank. Anyway, 
the Yamaha decals on the side of our test 
tank promptly got oil and gas on them 
and promptly came adrift. But that’s not 


36mm Mikuni carb hooks up to reed 
valve. Choke lever is awkward to get at, 
especially with gloves on. 
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such a big thing, is it? 

The IT250 comes fitted with new IRC 
Vulcanduro tires, which are very good 
tires. The ISDT guys are going to use 
Barums (most likely), but they’re more 
readily available in Czechoslovakia than 
IRCs. We were so excited about testing 
the IT that the IRC tires came as a 
complete surprise to us. We wouldn't 
mind trying them on other enduro 
machines. 

Control pedals are really neat folding 
items. Shifter has a rubber pad and the 
rear brake lever is flat. Both are easy to 
reach and operate. Chain tensioner is very 
functional and is well protected by the 
frame and side stand. The tensioner is 
another thing that's changed on the ISDT 
bikes—they have a roller type using a 
skateboard wheel for a roller. The ISDT 
bikes, by the way, will be using Chain 
Gang O-ring chain, which team manager 
Bill Stewart fully expects to last the entire 
six days. 

Rear axle and brake actuating rod are 
quick release items, a la the Six Days 
bikes. As the bike comes from the crate, 
there is a pin and kotter key which 
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prevents slipping the rear wheel right out 
of the frame without having to remove the 
axle, but that’s no big thing to get off. 
Riders who are serious enough to have to 
be that fast at getting the rear wheel off 
will probably have the pin out anyway. 

There are a lot of features on the IT250 
that make it a very worthwhile considera- 
tion for the potentially serious enduro/ 
reliability trial or trail rider. They’re not 
the cheapest thing in the class at $1348, 
but neither are they the most expensive. 
Price is competitive, the bike is 
competitive, and what more could you 
want than that? 

Maybe the best selling point for the 
Yamaha IT250 is something we happened 
to see twice out in the local desert. Over a 
hill came three blue motorcycles. One (the 
one leading) was hot shot Junior on an 
IT250, next came Dad on a “sit down and 
turn the throttle" IT400. And last came 
Mom on her IT175. 

The enduro or trail riding family of 
motorcycles and motorcyclists, compli- 
ments of Yamaha. ی‎ 
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3.2-gallon plastic tank has nice large 
filler cap opening. Handlebars were 

good shape/height. Speedometer was 
usual Japanese (inaccurate). 
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he IT features quick 
release brake actuating rod, slip-out 
axle. Remove the pin just behind 
(below) the cam-type adjuster, loosen 
the axle nut and slide the whole thing 
right out of the swingarm. 








Leading axle forks give 8.46 inches of 
travel” Brakes are well waterproofed 
and last. 
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MAICO AND 
MONTESA 125s 




















MAICO 125 AW 


Maico has finally announced 
availability of the new (and long-awaited) 
125cc AW motocrosser. The bike should 
be in dealer showrooms by the time 
you're reading this. 

Maico admits that they weren't exactly 
the first new 125 on the sales floor, but 
they claim to be one of the best. 
According to them, the wait will be worth 
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it, and we won’t be surprised if that’s 100 
percent true. 

We photographed the early production 
model of the AW125 at the Anaheim 
Trade Show back in January and have 
asked Maico regularly since when the 
bike was going to be available (both to 
the public and for magazine testing). 
Since then, the bike has been subtly 
improved by the factory, using Eastern 
U.S. race tracks as a testing ground. The 








German factory chose to make sure that 
the bike was as nearly perfect as possible 
before releasing it to the consumer 
public. Styling is more or less typical 
Maico, with the standard ''coffin" alloy 
gas tank dominating the appearance. It's 
painted in the “new” Maico (bright) red, 
but the fenders and side panels are white. 
It's a trim looking little bike. 

The engine (which Maico says has 
more torque than ANY other 125) still 
has the right side rotary valve setup of 
previous Maico 125s. Carburetor 
placement is directly behind the cylinder, 
getting it away from the side of the 
engine. 

Maico also claims that suspension 
and handling traits are “typical Maico.” 
If so, this will also be one of the best 
handling 125cc racers on the market. 

Presstime details were really sketchy, 
but Maico has promised us one of the 
first test bikes available. You can bet 
we'll tell you a whole lot more about this 
bike! 


MONTESA CAPPRA 125 VB 


Of the latest generation Cappra 
motocross machines from the Spanish 
Montesa factory, the 125 VB is 
undoubtedly the most improved. 
Comparatively speaking, the nifty 125cc 
Montesa is a lot "tricker" than the 340 or 
360 versions. : 

Improvements include a number of 
engine changes, nine-inch-travel gas 
Telesco shocks, 924 -inch-travel Betor 
front forks, Akron mudless rims, Pirelli 
tires, fiberglass tank (heavy duty), plastic 
fenders, very good chain tensioner, 
Motoplat electronic ignition and 
Twin-Air filter. 

Both the Western and Eastern distri- 
butors have had 125 Cappra VBs on local 
race tracks, but there hasn't as yet been 
any sensational race success. There was 
not one single Cappra in evidence at the 
Valvoline 125cc United States Grand 
Prix, but that doesn't mean much, except 
that maybe Montesas aren't too popular 
in the Midwest yet. . 

At a suggested retail price of $1565, 
the Montesa is far from the cheapest 
motorcycle in its market category, but 
some people really like Spanish 
motorcycles. 


by Gary Wallace Photos by Bill Wallace 
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Wake up, Turkey, 
you're late! 


Gee, who was 
that masked man? 
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Bet you can’t 
pick just one. 
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ON THE TRAIL — 


Continued from page 14 





The only thing that worries me about 
Mockett is that I'm afraid he'll only have 
time for the “big-time professional, 
high-dollar" aspects of motorcycle 
racing, like the Camel Pro Series and the 
Supercross Series. That’s well and good, 
but will he have (or make) time for such 
events as speedway, national enduros, 
two-day trials, observed trials and other 
events which at present get the short end 
of the stick from the AMA. 

I guess I'd ask that Mockett (and the 
other AMA powers that be) not rule out 
those “little” events just because they're 
not big time RIGHT NOW! 


* w ^» 


I mentioned speedway racing just now, 
and I have to tell you that if I'd sat down 
to write this column the day after the 
World Final qualifying round at Costa 
Mesa, it would have been a hot one. 

Now, I' m not belittling Mike Bast or 
Bruce Penhall, because they are two 
super riders and they won the two berths 
in the European race fair and square. 

I do, however, think that the whole 
thing was grossly unfair to Scott Autrey, 
Mike Caruso and Steve Gresham, who 
have all spent the last several seasons 
competing out of this country, against 
the same riders that Bast and Penhall 
will now face in Europe, on the same 


'sized tracks and on the same machinery. 


At first, I felt that Scott Autrey, who 
qualified for the World Finals last year 
and finished ninth, should have been 
seeded directly to the event this year. 
Scott talked me out of that notion. Fair 
enough, to make Autrey, Caruso and 
Gresham travel all the way back here to 
try and qualify, but give me one good 
reason why they should have been further 
handicapped by riding on the tiny Costa 
Mesa track, which is about as much like 
a World Final race track as my bathtub is 
like an Olympic pool. Again, let me 
make it clear that I’m not bad-mouthing 
Bast or Penhall, but running this 
important event at THEIR home track is 
about as close to seeding THEM as you 
can get and not be blatant about it. 

I happen to feel that the United States 
should present its best chance at winning 
the World Championship to the starting 
field at the World Finals. At this point in 
time, that rider is Scott Autrey, primarily 
because he has more experience on the 
longer tracks, on muffled bikes, against 
the very same riders that'll be in the 
World Finals. 

Mike Bast and Bruce Penhall are two 
of the finest motorcycle racers I have ever 
seen ride, and I’d like nothing better 
than to see them finish 1-2 in the World 
Finals. I’m not saying that that won’t 
happen, but I just think that running the 


qualifier at Costa Mesa gave an unfair. 


advantage to them, and handicapped 
Autrey, who lost a run-off to Penhall for 
the second slot. (I don’t know whether or 
not it had anything to do with the race 
being on the Costa Mesa track, but 
Gresham and Caruso never figured in the 
running.) 

Again, I’m not saying that Autrey 
should have been seeded. But I do think 
that the event should have been run on a 
neutral track, preferably one that’s a bit 
more like what the World Finals runs on. 

Maybe the AMA could get everything 
together and planned out a little earlier 
and it would all have a more satisfying 
ending. 

Maybe Pace Management would 
attempt another speedway meeting in the 
Astrodome, on the same track that the 
Camel Pro Series shorttrack round uses. 
That would be a lot more fair to 
everybody, including Bast, Penhall and 
Autrey. 


* xx 


Well, that's what I think about the 
World Final qualifying round held at 
Costa Mesa. I don't think it was an all 
around fair deal. On the other hand, I'm 
glad that Bruce Penhall and Mike Bast 
are going to Europe. I wish them the very 
best of luck, of course, and I sincerely 
hope that they bring home a couple of 
very large, very prestigious trophies. 

Maybe (and this is my parting shot on 
the subject), they'll be bitten by the 
World Championship “bug” and decide 
to spend the next few years racing and 
living in a foreign country for the glory 
and honor of representing the United 
States in front of the rest of the world, 
like Autrey, Caruso and Gresham have 
done for the past several seasons. 

Maybe: now that they're going to 
Europe to race, they'll realize that over 
there is where the ‘‘real’’ speedway 
racing is and not at Costa Mesa, 
California. 

% رب 


Now don’t get me wrong, I’m a real fan 
of Costa Mesa speedway racing. It is, 
after all, the best attended weekly motor- 
cycle racing “show” in the country, and 
that’s something. 

Costa Mesa is pure fun. Sure the track 
is little, of course it’s nothing like the 
World Finals, or even British League, 
but it is a very successful promotion and 
a very successful and popular form of 
motorcycle racing. 

I guess I’ve just got this frustrated 
Walter Mitty thing about the words 
World Champion. They mean a lot more 
to me than any number of dollars made 
on the SoCal speedway (or motocross, or 
flattrack, or whatever) circuit. 


xk % 


Had lunch with the SoCal-based 
American Trials Association the other 








day, to discuss their upcoming (soon) El 
Trial de Espana, an annual fund-raising 
observed trial meeting to send a couple of 
American riders to Europe to compete. 
Used to be that the riders went to the 
Spanish round of the World Champion- 
ship series (hence the name of the trial), 
but recent winners have expressed the 
desire to go to the Scottish Six Days 
Trial. 

The plug for the event, as addressed to 
SoCal readers, riders and trials ‘‘buffs” 
from anywhere else, is this: El Trial de 
Espana is a neat event. There are 
drawings for a huge list of prizes, 
including a new Yamaha and Bultaco 
trials bike. The money goes for a worthy 
cause (sending those two riders to 
Scotland); besides the regular trial 
(Beginner, Novice, Amateur, Expert and 
Senior classes) there will be a special 
Expert-only exhibition, so that you can 
see America’s best in action. 

Date of the event is December 11, and 
location is SoCal’s Saddleback Park. 
Trial starts at 9:30 in the morning. Raffle 
and exhibition sections are in the 
afternoon. 

It’s a good chance to see what obseved 
trials is all about, so you should try and 
take it in. 

Besides, you get to see Debbie Evans, 
America’s first lady expert trials rider, 
stand on her head while balancing on her 
Yamaha. 

Be there or be square. 


* k k 


Hey, I just thought of something. I 
extend a challenge and an offer to some 
of you motocross guys who’ve given me 
flack about PC’s trials/enduro coverage. 
Come out and ride the El Trial de 
Espana and see what I'm saying. Pay 
your own entry fee, but if you ride, Pll 
buy you a couple of raffle tickets. Just 
come and watch and I'll buy you one 
raffle ticket. You've got to identify 
yourselves to me, though. 

How will you know me? I'll be the guy 
with the Pop Cycle shirt who you'll 
probably see endo a Kawasaki trials bike 
down a ravine or something. 


Bye... x 





§ 
§ 
§ 
| 
§ 
§ 
S 
§ 
§ 
§ 
$ 
§ 
۱ 
§ 
۱ 
| 
§ 
۱ 
۱ 
§ 
§ 
$ 
۱ 
۱ 
۱ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
$ 
۱ 


DROVDPVOV DADIDIN DNDN DAD AD WAP LPL? 


1976 POPULAR CYCLING 


BACK ISSUES TO COMPLETE YOUR 
LIBRARY. 


$1.50 EACH 


OR... ORDER 3 AND GET 1 FREE! 





Back issues are jam-packed with tests, 
technical articles, racing stories and 
super color photos. If you missed a 
copy we have a few left for immediate 
shipment. Supplies limited. Order today. 
Help save your POPULAR CYCLING 
magazines and order a high quality vinyl 
binder with steel holders. Each binder 
holds 12 issues. 





104 — JANUARY 776. Gas Suspension for Yamaha's Monoshock; Tibblin Tells How to Get In 
Shape; Honda's '76 Production 250 MX'er; Four-Stroke Championships; Indy & San Jose Mile; 
Pro Motocross and More. 


105 — FEBRUARY 776. Testing Suzuki's MX Monster, RM370, Kawasaki KD175 Enduro; 
Yamaha's Best Mini, YZ 80C; Carb Tuning— Adjusting For Added Horsepower; Tons of Race 
Coverage. 


106 — MARCH ‘76. Trail Testing the Two Newest Enduros: Honda's MR 250 and Yamaha's XT 
500-C; All About Suspension— Springs & Oils; Plus On the Road With Team Suzuki; Husky's '76 
360 GP: The Fastest Non-Works 125 Racer. 


107 — APRIL '76. Tests Maico AW 250 and Suzuki RM 100; New Tricks: For Yamaha's YZ 125 
and YZ 80-C; Profile on World Champ, Martin Lampkin. 


108 — MAY '76. Road Tests: Yamaha 125 MX, Bultaco Frontera; RM 250/350 Hop-Up; Bike 
Preparation with Malcolm Smith; Water-Cooled Heads for Your Dirt Bike. 


109 — JUNE '76. Super Tests: Bultaco 370 Pursang, Yamaha IT 400; How to Build a 116cc XR 
Honda; Build Gas Shocks— $9.95; Enduro-ize Your RM, True Wheels, Change a Wheel in 7 
Seconds! All About Suspension, Damper Rods and Fork Kits. 


110 — JULY '76. Road Tests: Montesa 125 MX Plus Husky's 360WR; Mind Prep: Racing With 
Your Brain; Super Power: 38mm Carb on a 125; Proper Tool Kits. 


111 — AUGUST 776. Tests Suzuki RM 125 Rocketship and Yamaha 400 Monoshock; Personali- 
ties: Bob Hannah, New MX Hero! Dave Mungenast, ISDT Star! Plus Tuning for Altitude. 


112 — SEPTEMBER '76. Road Tests: 250/370 Puch and Yamaha's YZ 100C; Hop-Up Suzuki's 
RM 125A; Gigantic Motocross Issue; Factory Racers Grand Prix Coverage. 


113 — OCTOBER '76. Race Testing Honda's 125; Riding the Pro Race Circuit on $300. World MX 
Coverage; Do-It-Yourself Wheel Lacing; 4-Minute Tire Changes. 


114 — NOVEMBER '76. Tests Husky's CR 125 and Honda's XL 125; How Exhaust Pipes Work; 
Suzuki's School of Motocross Plus Interviews with Rahier, Grossi and LaPorte. 


115 — DECEMBER '76. Tests 1977 Suzuki RM100; TM 100/125 Low-Buck Hop-Up. Protective 
Equipment Breakdown; How To Do Everything; Pro Motocross Finale. 


CLIP COUPON AND MAIL TODAY 


PC 1177 
TO: ARGUS BOOKS 
P.O. Box 49659 
Los Angeles, California 90049 


| am enclosing $ binders at $6.00 each, prepaid. 

| am also enclosing $ for back issues of POPULAR 
CYCLING. Remember, order 3 and get 1 free. (California residents add 696 sales tax.) 
Please circle your choice. 


12301 Wilshire Boulevard 
Los Angeles, California 90025 


for 
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VICTORY FLYER 

SUNGLASSES... 
THE ULTIMATE IN 
$15.95 


QUALITY. 


THERE ARE MANY FINE SUN- 
GLASSES OF THE AVIATION TYPE. 
BUT THIS ONE WE'RE SURE ۷۵۱۵۱ 
AGREE IS ABSOLUTELY UNSUR- 
PASSED AT ANY PRICE IS THE 
AMERICAN-MADE VICTORY FLYER. 
ALL MATERIALS AND DETAILS ARE 
OF EXCEPTIONAL QUALITY. NO 
COMPROMISE WITH ANY OF THE 
COMPONENT PARTS IN DESIGN OR 
CONSTRUCTION. GOLD-TYPE FINISH 
WITH GREY LENSES. THEY ARE 
SOLD IN THE BEST OPTICAL SHOPS 
FOR UP TO $30 PER PAIR. THE 
SPECIAL PRICE WE CAN OFFER 
THEM AT IS ONLY $15.95, PLUS 
$1.00 FOR SHIPPING. GLASSES 
COME IN A HARD CARRYING CASE. 
ABSOLUTELY GUARANTEED OR 
YOUR MONEY BACK. 


PC 1177 
ARGUS BOOKS 
P.O. Box 49659 DS 
Los Angeles, CA 90049 


Please rush me_ Victory Flyer 
Sunglasses for $15.95, plus $1.00 for 
shipping. | have enclosed $1 1. 
California residents please add 696 sales 
tax. U.S. currency only. 


Name 
Address 
City 


State 
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` BUYER'S GUIDE 
Continued from page 13 : 





has a Suzuki RM replica gas tank, made 
of plastic. Capacity is two gallons and 
the tank mounts utilizing the standard 
RM rubber straps, petcock and gas cap. 
Material is  Phillip's cross-linkable 
polyethylene (whatever that is; but it 
sure sounds trick !) 

And for a switch, you don't 
necessarily have to have a yellow RM, 
because the Clarke tanks are available 
in red, white, blue, orange and silver, 
besides the factory yellow. The tanks 
also carry a one-year guarantee. 

Clarke didn't send us aretail price, so 
you'll have to contact them direct at Rt. 
1, Box 576, Dept. PC, Mulion, Oregon, 
97042. 









at! 
at 32 FL oz U US ica) 
0.833 Imp. Qr) (0.946 
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4-STROKE BEL-RAY 


Bel-Ray, certainly one of the win- 
ningest names in motorcycle racing 
lubrication, now has a new high-quality 
engine oil exclusively for 4-stroke 
engines. 

Designated EXP, the new Bel-Ray 
product meets or exceeds all manufac- 
turers requirements for air and 
water-cooled four stroke bikes. The 
press release we received from Bel-Ray 
listed item by item all the things that 
were taken care of by this oil, but we'll 
condense the specifics to say simply 
that EXP takes complete care of all your 
engine's demands. 

Two weights are available, 20W50, 
ideal for most 4-stroke engines and 
60-weight, designed to meet the more 


unique and specific demands of Harley- 


Davidson motorcycles. 

EXP is designed primarily for the 
street, touring and casual rider. For the 
rider of modified, competition four- 
stroke racers, Bel-Ray recommends 
4-Stroke Racing Engine Oil. 

EXP and all other Bel-Ray products 
(and there are whole bunch of goodies) 
are sold exclusively at motorcycle 
dealerships. 













ELSINORE SKID-PLATE 


Fun 'N Fast introduces a new skid 
plate for the 1977 Honda CR125. Now 
you can protect those expensive cases 
and exhaust pipe. The skid plate is a 
steel, bolt-on unit. Price is $23.50, part 
number is SP40 C. For further infor- 
mation contact your dealer or Fun 'N 
Fast Inc., Dept. PC, 18143 Napa, 
Northridge, CA 91325. 


FOX SHOX... TRICK! 


Take a good look around the pits the 
next time you're at the local motocross 
track with a few minutes to spare. Look 
at the shock absorbers on all the 
winning bikes. 

In your little tour around the pit area, 
how many sets of Fox Airshox did you 
see? 

Get the point? Airshox, from the 
genius of Geoff Fox, are THE hot setup 
these days. Howerton uses them, 
Lackey uses them, Pat Richter uses 
them, lots of people use them. Now 
there has to be a good reason for that. 

The reason is that Fox's shocks work 
and work very, very well. The 
company’s slogan is “When winning is 
important, you need the best.” We 
presume that you're interested in 
winning (or you wouldn't be reading 
this fine magazine!) 

We could fill up the rest of the page 
telling you all about Fox Airshox, so 
we're gonna quit right here. The best 
thing for you to do is to send Fox a 
dollar and let him send you the latest 
catalog from Moto-X Fox (the company 
who sponsors the two riders featured 
on this month's centerspread). 

Not only will the catalog tell you all 
about Airshox, but about a whole bunch 
more goodies as well. Applicable 
address is Moto-X Fox, 520 McGlincy 
Lane, Dept. PC, Campbell, CA 95008. 
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YOU'LL FIND 1000's OF IDEAS, FEATURES AND TESTS IN THESE 


SUPER SPECIALS 


PREPARED BY THE TECHNICAL STAFF OF ARGUS PUBLISHING 






CHEVY HI-PERFORMANCE & ACCES- 
SORY GUIDE, 1976. For the enthusiast who 
wants more to go than a stock Chevy engine 
will give him. All the latest accessories and 
performance goodies available. Plus articles 
on swaps, hop ups, suspension, etc. 100's of 
how-to pictures/$2.00 


VW HI-PERFORMANCE & ACCESSORY 
GUIDE #2. Volkswagen high performance 
information is no longer hard to find. This 
second edition brings it all up to date. Carbs, 
tools, V-8 engine swaps, engine work, etc. 
Big VW showcase section. Articles on VW 
dune buggies/$2.00 


1976 ENGINE ANNUAL. The latest edition 
of this popular annual which has become a 
“bible” with hot rod enthusiasts. Covers 
many popular engines. Small Block Chevy, 
Ford 351; Holley 2 bbl 800 cfm; Buick V-6; 
street Pontiac; Turbocharging; street Olds 
and much more/$1.50 


1976 DRAG RACING YEARBOOK. Here’s 
the annual that brings drag racing up to date. 
Covers AHRA, IHRA and NHRA events. All 
the facts on 18 races with 100's of action 
pictures to turn you on/$1.50 


HOW TO BUILD A STREET ROD. 
Complete information on three of Popular Hot 
Rodding's best read projects: Project '32; 
Project Street Machine and Scratch-built 
Street Rod. Virtually a textbook on building 










































rods/ $2.00 WILD WORLD OF STREET MACHINES #2. Here, under one cover 

۲ you'll find nearly forty street rods pictured and described . . ۰ many in full 
1976 CYCLE TESTS. The technical staff of color. Selected by the editors of Popular Hot Rodding, they include 
Popular Cycling’s Magazine put 22 of the roadsters, coupes, sedans, pickups and street freaks/$1.25 
latest motorcycles through their paces in 
extensive tests. Here, under one cover, are ABC's OF HOT RODDING. Despite its title this best seller by Popular 
the results. A must if you are planning to buy Hot Rodding's technical staff covers subjects ranging from performance 
a new bike/$1.50 basics to speed secrets of the pros. Covers hopping up carburetors, 






clutches, valve trains and ignition. Engine buiding and tune up tips/$2.00 





HOW TO RIDE MOTORCYCLES. For the 




































































beginner — for the expert. Never has so much ت‎ HOS 
been packed into one low priced volume. TO: ARGUS BOOKS, P.O. Box 49659, Los Angeles, CA 90049 PC 1177 
Covers Motocross, Trials, Enduro, Desert, 1 I'm enclosing $ for the titles | have checked below 
Street and all forms of riding. Pro tips from: ی‎ ۳ TTT GE O Fe TT as 9 ۱ 
Rolf Tibblin, Mitch: Mayes, Ake Jonsson, | (Add 50¢ shipping per title. California residents add 6% sales tax.) 
Lane Leavitt, Heikki Mikkola and others/$2.00 ۱ O Chevy Hi-Performance & How to Build a Street Rod 
Accessory Guide, 1976 1976 Cycle Tests 

CYCLE ACTION PICTORIAL £3. Like | O VW Hi-Performance & Accessory ÛJ How to Ride Motorcycles 
cycling? Well, this volume will turn you on. | Guide #2 Cycle Action Pictorial #3 
Hundreds of pictures, 16 pages in color, bring | O 1976 Engine Annual ÛJ Wild World of Street Machines #2 
the sport of cycling for fun and racing to | Û 1976 Drag Racing Yearbook L] ABC's of Hot Rodding 
life/$1.75 I Name 

Address 

| City 

- State, Zip 
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This will help save your 


POPULAR CYCLING 
Magazines 


e Permanent Vinyl Binders 
e Keep your back issues 
of POPULAR CYCLING in 
perfect condition! 


You'll never lose an issue again 
and have POPULAR CYCLING 
at your fingertips when you 
want to look up a bit of tech- 
nical information or check out 
past race results. Each binder 
holds 12 issues and is made 
of high quality vinyl with steel 
holders. 


SHIPPED POSTPAID FOR 


$6.00 tach 


€0000000000000000000000000 


PC 1177 


X 
f 


To: Popular Cycling Binders 


P.O. Box 49659 
Los Angeles, CA 90049 


I'm enclosing $ for 
binders. (California residents 
please add 6% sales tax.) 


Name 

Address 
City 
State 











Zip 
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HEYBERGER 
... Continued from page 13 





Englishmen on  BSAs won the 
Trans-AMA; they were Dave Nicoll, 
John Banks, and Jeff Smith. Then in 
1973, Maico won with Adolf Weil, Gerrit 
Wolsink, and Willi Bauer. The last time 
was 1975 with everyone on Suzuki. It was 
Roger DeCoster, Gerrit, and Tony 
DiStefano. Yes, Gerrit has been second 
more than anyone else: three times so far 
in 1973, '74, and '75. 

Speaking of Tony D., he made it into 
the top ten for the first time in 1973 when 
he placed ninth in the 500cc nationals 
on a CZ. Brad, however, the highest 
placing American ever in the Trans- 
AMA. That was just last year when he 
came in second to Roger and while Brad 
was still riding a Husky. Now he's won 
his first-ever GP: the English round in 
July on his new Honda. 

Back to Tony. Tony D. is the only 
rider to ever get three American cham- 
pionships in the same class in a row on 
the same bike. He and Suzuki have won 
the 250cc National Motocross Cham- 
pionship in 1975, '76, and now '77. Since 
this is also Gray Jones' class that means 
that although there have been six 
national 250 championships, only two 
riders have ever won the title. Of course 
that's also true of the 125s, but Marty 
Smith and Bob Hannah have only shared 
three years of that championship. 

Now this one depends a lot on defi- 
nitions. As far as I know, Preston Petty 
was the first racer/development rider 
Suzuki ever hired in the U.S. That was 
way back in the days of the RNs before 
Suzuki started winning all these World 
and U.S. championships that they have 
now (13 so far, with a possibility for 15: 
five 500cc world titles; four 250cc world 
titles; two 125cc titles if Rahier wins 
again this year and it looks like it; three 
250cc American titles with Tony; and 
one possible 125cc American title if 
Danny LaPorte stays in front). 

Continued on page 66 












TWO STROKE 


TUNERS HANDBOOK 











EVERYTHING 
YOU NEED TO 
GET MORE 

POWER! 







E 
only $5.00 plus shipping 
Solid facts and formulas for 2-stroke engine 
modifiers. To get more power and speed 
from today's highly developed 2-stroke 
engines requires a balanced improvement 
program involving head, crank, train, port 
contours and timing, intake and exhaust 
tuning. This up-to-date book gives you a set 
of practical design formulas that work — on 
the dyno and on the track! How to design 
an expansion chamber; the modern time- 
area approach to effective porting; selecting 
the optimum carb size; cylinder head and 
crankcase compression; and much more. 
This manual skips the routine basics and 
gets right to it with 160 pages of precision 



















TO: ARGUS BOOKS, P.O. Box 49659 PC 1177 
Los Angeles, California 90049 


l'm enclosing $ (add 50¢ 
for shipping. California residents add 696 sales 
tax) for copies of ''"Two-Stroke Tuner's 
Handbook.” Please send to: 


Name 
Address 
City 
State 













































2۳ 
PLEASE MAIL THIS COUPON TO: 


Wiki World of 
SKATEBOARDING 
P.O. BOX 496S9, LOSANGELES,CA.90049 
ALLOW 6-8 WEEKS FOR DELINERY OF IT MAG 


SATE 









Please add $2.00 for foreign/Canadian postage and allow 6 - 8 weeks for 
delivery of first magazine, after payment is received. 
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Contains everything you need to 
know to be a winner. Action packed 
photos and easy-to-understand 
technical information on making 
you and your bike a winning team. 
This book discusses all the factors: 
front and rear suspension, changing 
crank length to fit the rider, choos- 
ing the right sprockets for the race 
course, selection of tires for the type 
of surface, frame modifications, 
safety equipment, rules and regula- 
tions, plus much much more! 


CLIP AND MAIL TODAY! 


To: ARGUS BOOKS 
Box 49659 
Los Angeles, CA 90049 


/ am enclosing $ 

for copies of “How to Win 
Bicycle Motocross” at $4.95 each. 
(Add 50¢ per item for shipping on 
orders under $15.00. California 
residents add 6% sales tax.) 

Please send to: 





Name 





Address 
City 


State 
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Continued from page 64 
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Only one Englishman has ever won the 
World Championship, but he won it 
twice. It was Jeff Smith on BSA who won 
the 500cc title in 1964 and 1965. 

Joel Robert has won the 250 title four 
times on a Suzuki, in '69, '70, '71, and 
"72. He also won it twice on CZ, once in 
1964 and again in 1968. To say the least, 
Joel Robert holds some records. Not only 
has he been World Champion six times 
(Roger is next with five), but he is the 
only person in the 250 class to win on two 
different bikes, he has the largest spread 
of wins having won first in 1964 and last 
in 1972 (eight years is a lot of racing), 
and he has the most championships in a 
row (five from '68 to '72; the only people 
close are DeCoster with three during 
71-73 and Paul Friedrichs with three on 
CZ during '66-'68—both of them, of 
course, in the 500s.) 

As far as the last question, I proved 
that Californians are faster several 
months ago right here in this column. 

Anyhow, for a quiz like this, I'd say 
that 30 was passing. Getting 40 right 
entitles you to call yourself an expert. 
Any more than that would be a sure sign 
of a misspent youth; get yourself more 
fresh air and a girlfriend. È 
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FAST CAT SPECIAL! | 


RACING 
YEARBOOK 

















Complete news coverage of NHRA, 
AHRA and IHRA — 8th Annual Popular 
Hot Rodding Championships — 

Don Garlits' Pro National Challenge — 
Byron Bracket Nationals — Loads of 
Spectacular Color! 

Biggest Bargain of the Year! 








i 12301 Wilshire Blvd. Û 
| Los Angeles, CA 1 
Í 90025 
| 
B 

$7.50 


P.O. Box 49659 e Los Angeles, CA 90049 


This Fast Cat is enclosing $. 
for copies of DR 77. I'm also adding 50¢ 
each for shipping. (California residents add 6% 
sales tax.) 





Name 





Address 





City 





State, Zip 
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E "Blue ‘Leathor/White Backing 

ded] -ITSBEST..... eo: $32.85 
— Red, White and Blue Leather/White 
'adding) 


` “CHAMPI REPLICA " KIDS GLOVES — ALL NEW — 
` Sizes 5, 6, 7 (No Padding) 
JT Mikkola Replica — Red Leather/Black Backing 
JT Champion — Orange, White Leather/Black Backing 
JT Team FMF — Red Leather/Yellow Backing 
JT Team DG — Blue Leather/Yellow Backing 
JT Team Yamaha — Black Leather/ 
PP VEION BACKING o.o eae ertet tnnt $18.95 
‘Name on Knuckle (7-letter limit) ................... 









JT UnLEATHERS — WORLD’S BEST 
NYLON/LEATHER COMBINATION PANT 


COPIED BY ALL: EQUALLED BY NONE — APPROVED FOR AMA 
PROFESSIONAL MOTOCROSS 
ADULT MX PANTS — Sizes 28", 30", 32", 34", 36", 38"; Mikkola Replica — Red, 
Blue/White Stripe; Team Yamaha — Black, Yellow/White Stripe; Team FMF, Maico 


— Red/Yellow Stripe; Team DG, Husky 一 Blue/Yellow Stripe; Team Bultaco 一 
Black, Red/Yellow Stripe.......... یم‎ ehe hehe rene $94.95 


Team Honda — Red/Blue/White Honda Letters.......................... $123.95 


JT KIDS “REPLICA UNLEATHERS” — All new kids sizes 22", 24", 26"; Mikkola 
Replica, Team Yamaha, Team FMF, Team Maico, Team DG, Team Husky, Team 
Bultaco (colors as above). ......... eee eee de eee eee eene $65.95 


Teom Honda — ss e NE ور‎ CR مر دوهی هد وی‎ Tis ia $79.95 
Custom Lettering on Rear — $2.00/letter JT Team Logo on Rear — $5.00 






ALL NEW 
COLOR CATALOG COUPON 
` FOR 1977 — $2.00 


N 











Sole U.S. Importer for (Sinisalo) Motocross Equipment 













































BELL RT — Red, Blue, 
White, Orange... . $49.95 


JT TEAM PEAKS 

(5-Snap with JT Logo) 
Red, White, Blue, 
Yellow, Smoke .. 3.95 

۰۰7071" 
Rock Guard..... $ 6.95 

BARUFFALDI 

MX GOGGLES — 
Available with white, 
red, blue, yellow and 
black frames .... $10.95 


ADULT SIZES 
Blue Leather/ 
Yellow Shin & 
Ankle Plate; Red 


: Leather/Yellow Shin & 


Ankle Plate; Black 
Leather/Yellow 
Shin & Ankle 
Plate....... $89.95 


ALL NEW!! 

KIDS SIZES 

4 through 6 

Same Color Choices 
as above — Exact 
Replicas ..... 86.95 


ALL NEW!! 
ENDURO BOOT 
Blue Leather/ 
Yellow Plates — 
Adult Sizes 





Super Man 


They don't call Jimmy Weinert the 

“Jammer” for nothing. At this year’s big AMA Superbowl of 
Motocross in the Los Angeles Coliseum, he crashed twice. Once in 
his heat race, and once in the main event. But both times 

he stormed up, slam-banged his Kawasaki back 

through heavy traffic, and finally 

ran off with the victory on 

possibly the toughest stadium 

motocross course in the world! 


His spark plugs? The same 

most top bike champions use 

for winning performance. 

Champion Gold Palladium spark 

plugs. Try 'em yourself. Because 
they're super, man. 


~~ Fill’er up with 


Champions. . 





